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A RATHER busy la her a! the 

moment is Abstract, who release 
new singles from 1919 'Cry Wolf; 
'AWOL' by the THREE JOHNS, arid a 
debut 12 ,r from female poet JOOLZ. Not 
content with that. Abstract have just 
signed NEW MODEL ARMY os well. 

The Criminal Damage label, who are 
apparently after MICHELLE 
BRIGANDAGE at present, release 'Eyes 
You Can Drown In' by TWISTED NERVE. 
As for Michelle, watch this space for 
more news arid don't be surprised to 
hear of more offers pouring in now that 
people know she has got a new band 
together. 

The ''Live UP" season is re-opened 
with releases from the DAMNED 'Live In 
Newcastle', and by the METEORS. The 
cover of the album is being described as 
"remarkable" ... let's wait and see. There 
is only one live side on a now BUSINESS 
album called 'The Business 1980-81 - 
the Official Bootleg' and as the title infers, 
contaans tracks by the original line-up of 
the Business, featuring the legendary 
STEVE 1 like a pint or two' KENT. The 
EXPLOITED - now complete with now 
guitarist from the SKEPTIX have recorded 
a new single 'Rival Leaders' and on the B 
side is 'SingaIongaBushell'. Meanwhile 
the Skeptix's now EP on Zenon is 'Peace 
Force - Scarred For Life'. 

ONE WAY SYSTEM follow up Cum 
On Feel The Noize' with 'This Is The Age' 
on Anagram. Label motes the UPSTARTS 
have a compilation released entitled 
'Angel Dust' {reviewed elsewhere I 
featuring all their best loved material, 
they also have a new single, 'Not Just A 
Name', available in both 7" arid 12 ,r . 

A n other compi I a ri o n a bou t i s t h e '$ i ng I es 
Collection' by ANTI-PASTI on Ran do let 
Records. 

IN EXCELSUS, featuring ex members 
of RITUAL and UK DECAY have recorded 
a 12 " EP, 'Carnival Of Damages' for 
Jungle, which should be out in 
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November. FURYO, also made up of 
former UK Decay members, are currently 
in the studios demoing some songs for 
CSS. Tlie welcome return of SEX GANG 
CHILDREN sees a new single called 
'Mauritia Mayer - available on Clay. 

The new UK SUBS IP on Scarlet Fall 
Out 'Flood Of Lies' is now out, and the 
band take to the road to promote its 
release. Following hot on the heels of 
CONFLICT'S 'The Serenade Is Dead' EP r 
expect a 12" six track EP from HAGAR 
THE WOMB, and a compilation album 
featuring those two bands, plus LOST 
CHEREES, VEX, ANTHRAX and POISON 
GIRLS amongst others on the Mortarhate 
label. On the subject of the Poison Girls, 
Ilium inated release thei r n e w $i ng I e J A re 
You Happy Now'... which many people 
are predicting will be a hit. 

Xcontrix Noise, the North Humberside 
record label release the HEADCLEANERS' 
six track EP,. The Infection Grows' also 
Grevious Musical Harm' a 3S track 
compilation tape for only £"2.50. 

The VIBRATORS have left Anagram 
and have signed to Ram Records, first 
release of this new partnership will be a 
new single entitled 'MX America'. Lead 
vocalist KNOX, for his part, lias recorded 
a solo album, 'Plutonium Express', tor 
R&iOr Record's. 

Singles out hut virtually ignored by 
the music press ... Tm OK, F—k You' by 
RIOT SQUAD; 'Vietnam' from the 

SATELLITES, and the OPPRESSED'S 


debut single, 'Never Say Die' on their 
own Firm Records. 

Bsggest rumour about at the moment, 
but as yet unconfirmed, is that CRASS 
and FLUX are to tour later in the year, 
and you can't get much later than 
November or December. 

PAUL WELLER, BEKI BONDAGE. 
MADNESS, THOMPSON TWINS, JOE 
STRUMMER and some old qoezer called 
PETE TOWNSHENO are all helping the 
Animal Liberation Front by appearing on 
an album to he released on the new 
Artists For Animats label. ALF is the 
organisation which breaks into research 
laboratories and releases the animals 
kept there for experiments. The new 
label will mainly be a fund raising body 
to pay the organisations fines and costs. 

The ENGLISH DOGS, who recently 
toured the UK with GBH, are now signed 
to Clay Records, The Grantham lads 
have been performing together tor two 
years and their recently released debut 
single was a 6 track 1?" LP titled 'Mad 
Punx & English Dogs'. 

'Punk. And Disorderly' albums 
Volumes II and Ell have been repackaged 
together at a special budget price with 
free "mystery" punk 12" on Anagram 
Records. 

That's yer lot. If you want to be 
Included in these pages send your news 
to: Noises, Ben Fleet, 266 Cap worth 
Street, Leyton E1Q 7R0. 

BY BEN FLEET 


PUNK LIVES! 
DONTMISS 
IT! 


Soma paople have complained that they 
can't always gat Punk Lives! Your local 
newsagent might sell out quickly or not 
even take it because no-one has actually 
asked for it Why not place a regular 
order with your newsagent! Hand them 
the coupon below and you won't be 
disappointed in future. 

HAND THIS COUPON TO YOUR 
NEWSAGENT 


Please order PUNK LIVES! for 
me every month 



NUMBER ONE IN A NEW SERIES OF 01 ALBUMS 


SON OF 0i! 


Featuring tracks from 

Alaska Cowboys 
Angelic Upstarts 
Atilta the Stockbroker 
Newtown Neurotics 
Paranoid Pictures 
Prole!! 

Phil Sexton 
Terry McCann 
Business 

Clockwork Destruction 


Cock Sparrer 
4-Skins 
Gonads 
Garry Johnson 
Kraut 

League of Labour Skins Choir 
Maniac KQuth 
Mick ikfrprn 
0i the Robot 


Orgasm Guerillas 

'SYNDICATE IFfCOtpS (THRU I OS 'i 



SYN LP3 


Also available "Fistful of 4-Skiits" SYN i 
Coming soon - "The Business 1980-8T (The Official Bootleg)" SYN LP2 


























24" x 16" 

POSTER FOR ONLY 



£ 1.50 

plus SOp post 
and packaging 

Punk Lives offers 
you this fabulous 
Wattle poster to 
hang on your wall 
for just £1 , 50 plus 
50p post and 
packing. Alt 
posters wifi come 
in a cardboard roll 
and will not be 
creased. Send 
your orders to: 
Punk Lives. Poster 
Offer 266 
Capworth Street, 
Leyton E10 7BG, 
Cheques and 
postal orders 
(£2.00) made 
payable to Punk 
LivesI ff you want 
BOTH the Wattle 
and Beki posters, 
it will only cost 
you £3.50 for the 
two. Please allow 
28 days for 
delivery while 
stocks last AH 
costs include VAT 
postage and 
packaging. 
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AND THE GUTS 


Paul Castles gets religion and listens to 

the Cardinal and JJ’s rules 


O ONE OF the best releases of '33 
was, without a doubt, 
"Megalomania', the anti-religion 
blaster from The Blood. That single was 
a classic. That's a statement and a fact; 
not a question or a suggestion! 

The colourful cover gave us a glimpse 
of the men behind the name. Cardinal 
Jesus Hate, singer and madman; 

JJ Bedsore, guitar and hardman; 

Dr Wildthmg, drummer and psycopath. 
The bassist, Muttley, has since left to be 
replaced by Tony. (Yes, a real name!). 

The original band went under the 
name of Coming Blood, but it was 
considered a touch too suspect, so they 
settled for The Blood. JJ and The Cardinal 
are the only two surviving members of 
that first band. 

To get the latest update on The Blood 
I had to go to their territory; Charlton. 
Situated just south of The Thames, 
Charlton is famous for nothing in 
particular. Will The Blood be the ones to 
put it on the map? 

To find out I had to go to a favourite 
haunt of theirs, the library, OK then, a 
pub! Standing at the bar Hie Cardinal 
told me, (and the rest of the pub!} about 
the previous night's party, J 'l left with 
this bird, I asked her back to my place 
and she came round. Simple as that!" JJ 
belched his approval as The Cardinal 
went into details. In fact. The Blood 
were giving more wind than a tornado’ 
Noisily! 

Just to set the record straight the Dr 
was absent. He now lives in the Midlands. 
The Cardinal and JJ were most definitely 
present, 

'Megalomania' was a great debut 
single, yet The Cardin ai was not getting 
carried away with it. "It should have 
been more gutsy and aggressive.™ To 
call the B side fast is like saying an Inter 
City 125 can move a bit! 'Parasite In 
Paradise' was too fast and The Cardinal 
agrees. "I could hardly sin g the words it 
was so fast! I was singing at 100 mph. 
The whole single was fust to give people 
a kick up the arse;" 

The good thing with The Blood is that 
no matter how fast the song is, they 
always retain a powerful, punchy tune, 
About 10,000 Blondites bought the 
single. Not bad for a dehut, but The 


Cardinal was still unhappy. "There was a 
big demand for the single abroad. We 
wanted to do a 12' for export, but No 
Future weren't interested." So The Blood 
join the increasing number of bands, 
showing discontent about No Future's 
handling of things. Chris Berry in 
particular JJ picks it up. "We got the 
single of the month in Sounds and on 
the same page was a shitty small ad 
from No Future. All Chris Berry's worried 
about is selling five thousand odd to line 
his pockets " The Cardinal's opinion of 
Chris Berry was much the same as JJ's. 
One of his more printable quotes was 
"the first contract we got from No Future 
was like Shakespeare backwards!" 

No Future's fussing has led to some 
arguments about the band's soon to be 
released LP. Having pulled off No Future, 
the band are having problems getting 
certain tracks on the LP. One track 
they've been forced to drop is Incubus'. 
JJ tells the story. "It's all about how the 
Devil got to Mary before God did, So 
Jesus was the son of the Devil and not 
God. ft's just a send up," Send up or not, 
the people who press it would have 
none of it. JJ is not worried though. 
"We'll probably put ft out eventually as a 
single. 1 ' Sounds like one for your mother, 
eh lads! In fact. The Cardinal thinks the 
LP could well get banned. 

S o, you think The Blood are a hit 
close to the knuckle? According 
to JJ, Coming Blood were worse! 
Or in his words, "Well out of order. No 
one could touch 'em!" Back to the LP. 

A bit surprisingly it has a couple of 
cover versions, 'Do Anything You Want 
To Do' by the Hot Rods, and an old 
Monkces number. The Blood never do 
things by halves and that includes their 
drinking! The Cardinal told me about the 
recording of the LP "You know when 
you see the board with all the knobs? 

You get some down and some up; all of 
ours were up full blast! We were so 
pissed we had to practically crawl into 
the studio. I've never worked so hard in 
my life. But it's good when it's over and 
you tan think you've done something 
worthwhile " Has The Cardinal ever 


worked? "I'm 23 now and I left school at 
15. I'Ve worked for about three months I 
don't want to work for those rich 
bastards. I ain't gonna work for anyone, 
I'm an arsehole, I admit "rt and that's all I 
want to be." 

In fact. The Cardinal's knowledge of 
the recording studio has made him a bit 
of an expert. I did say a hit! "I could 
make a fortune being a producer or 
working in the studio, but I'd rather be in 
a band." 

The Blood ranted on shout how 
they're the only wild band about art the 
moment. I thought, to put the cat among 
the pigeons, 1 would put forth a couple 
of suggestions! How about the Anti- 
Nowhere League? JJ is unimpressed. 
They can't write songs " The Cardinal's 
views were much the same. "1 could 
play better lead guitar blindfolded They 
fust get loads of publicity and adverts. 
When I'm in the studio or on the road, I 
work my bollocks off. J'm not saying we 
don t want the dough though, 'cause we 
do." The music press has built a feud up 
between the League and the Blood. The 
fact is that the two bands have never 
met and The Blood admit they haven't 
got anything against them. 

Wild band, suggestion number two; 
Twisted Sister. The Blood remain 
unimpressed, The Cardinal as ever is 
straight to the point. "They're so boring. 
Just standing there saying you 'Sick 
Mother F-kers'. They've got no talent 
and they overact their Image. I haven't 
got anything against them though," (I 
think Big Dee might well have one or 
two things against The Blood!). "It's just 
that wc can blow anyone off stage. 
Possibly not The Damned, when they're 
on a good night They're getting a bit 
trendy now, but I still liked the 
'Strawberri es' LP." 

The Blood's single was produced by 
Frankie Flame; quite a celebrity in 
Charlton! The Cardinal said to say he's 
5Q. He's actually just the right side ot 40. 
As well as producing the single, Frankie 
Boy also played piano and synthesizer 
on the LP. The Blood were pleased with 
Frankie's contribution, JJ saying "be did 









THE BLOOD: finally putting Chariton on the map 


a good job on the single. He also does 
some gigs in his own right. He r s a bit Ian 
Duryish! The Flame burns on! 

he drink was flowing faster and the 
wind was getting louder and the 
swearing was getting coarser. 

We are having a great time! 

So what of Charlton lads? The single 
says with thanks to CAFC r but The 
Cardinal is not a diehard fan. Td only go 
if Charlton were trying for promotion 
and they'd have a good atmosphere." 
Looks like it'll be a long time before we 
see The CardlnaF down at The Valley! 

The BJood naturally feel an affection for 
the citizens of S.E.7, especially The 
Cardinal. “People in Charlton don'tfollow 
foot I jail, they don't need it, TheyTe all 
into speed and fast music. They don't 
dress Punk but they are. They've got the 
feeling for it. If you go down West Ham 
they're all into football. Charlton people 
have got it sussed. 11 ike Charlton because 
I live here. Listen, the most important 
thing to me is the band; second the 
music and third the birds." I would've 
expected the booze to be tucked in there 
somewhere. The Cardinal was probably 
so drunk he forgot to mention it! 

The "Megalomania' single has to be 
one of the best attacks on religion, 
lyrically,, ever to come out of Punk, Not 
just 'bum the church'; 'stuff God", hut 
clever and humurous lyrics. Putting the 
meaning over that way is much more 
fun for all concerned. Are they really as 
anti-church as the single would lead us 
to believe? Vou hetta believed! “Religion 
isf-king shit! Hypocrisy! Bollocks! You 
get a kid out with his mum, the kid runs 
out into the road and gets squashed like 
a tomato. Huh! Some religion," Thank 
you Cardinal, very nice! JJ r if I could just 
Interrupt you reading the racing results . 

.. Thank you. “I read in the paper once 
about this geezer. He'd been a Christian 
a!! his life, but he'd never been baptised. 
So he went to get baptised and he 
drowned! The vicar said 'God must have 
wanted him! - " You cannot be serious, 

JJ! 

And from religion to another of The 
Cardinal's pet hates, marriage. “It's a 
load of crap! You get people getting 
married in church In the name of God 
and they're not religious at all." 

As the sweet melodies of Culture 
Club came over the jukebox, I asked JJ 
what he thought of Mr, George. “He's 
well tasty! He lives round here, 

Plumstead way.'' On the subject of chart 
bands, the point was raised that some 
chart bands do sing about 'punk things', 
the dole and such. Bands such as Wham, 
Fun Boy Three. They can't change 
anything and they're playing to the 
whole country. What chance then have 


Punk bands got of getting their viewpoint 
across? 

Neither JJ nor The Cardinal buy many 
records, with The Cardinal saying he's 
not bought a record for three years! JJ 
rates The Damned and DOA and from 
yesteryear Alex Harvey and Alice Cooper. 
The latter often mentioned in the same 
breath as The Blood, 
f there's one thing The Blood aren't 
short of, it's opinions on other bands. 
First their favourites. The Damned. 
"The Damned have always been my 
favourite band, even though I’ve never 
seen them. They were the best Punk 
band. Bollocks to The Clash and the 
Stranglers," said The Cardinal JJ shared 
The Cardinal's enthusiasm for The 
Damned, although he only saw them for 
the first time a year and a half ago. "The 
Damned didn't give a f—k. They'd just go 
in and do a great gig and come out with 
20 quid in their pockets. Really out of 
order," But even The Damned can't 
escape the wrath of The Blood, as The 
Cardinal finds fault yet again! "All that 
"Machine G un Etiquette' stuff was great. 
That band could've been great without 
that prat Captain Sensible." 

The Cardinal asked me to put in a 
mention for The Bollocks Brothers. He 
said in a recent gig in Belgium, they 
blew The Stranglers off stage! Net that 
that takes a lot of doing these days! 

The band also said they didn't mind 
Conflict, just reiterating their view that 
music never changed anything. 

And now for the insults. And when 
The Blood insult, they really let you have 
It! Who wants to be the fi rst to feel the 
whiplash of The Blood? How about 
Crass? Well at least J J treated Crass 
with humour and not maliciousness, 
saying "I'm sure Crass have a quick 
steak around the back without telling 
anyone! If anarchy happened all those 
prats would be hiding." 

The Cl ash were accused of having no 
talent and then it was the turn of Pau l 
Weller, not The Cardinal's favourite 
person. "Weller is a prat-1 bought 'All 
Around The World', that was good. Now 
he's a total idiot, OK, he's rich, so how 
can you call an idiot rich? He's the only 
person I really hate. He took disco people 
over to rock music, and then just I— ked rt 
up. He could've done a hell of a lot for 
the music business, but he bottled out." 

And what of The Strang lers? "The 
Stranglers are doing nothing for music 
They might as well be stone deaf the 
way they're playing now." 

But in The Cardinal's eyes. Punk isn't 
a recent thing at all. "There's always 
been Punks. Like The Stones, Alex 
Harvey, The Who. The feeling of Punk 
has always been in rock." 


I've not had the pleasure yet to see a 
Blood gig, but from all accounts I'm 
missing out on a lot of fun! The Cardinal 
enjoys the gigs more than anything. "On 
stage I go nutty, ft's a release, 
entertainment. It's like a show. The 
trouble is that at most venues we only 
get a small stage. What I want is a big 
one to run about on. I'm entertaining 
people, but they're entertaining me at 
the same time, J just want to give rock a 
kick up the arse and make the audience 
happy. The rock business Is all about 
having a good laugh. For the hour or so 
that you're up on stage you're out of the 
rat race. When I'm on stage I'm like an 
actor acting, ft's all about enjoying 
yourself. I give the audience everything 
I've got. But when it's all over they go 
back to their homes and 1 go back to 
mine Rock will never change anything. 

It may change people's thinking, but 
things will stay the same " 

he Blood go along with the popular 
opinion that audiences are better 
up North. 'The audiences up 
North are great. Bradford was brilliant, 
but when we played the IDO Club it was 
crap." Although The Blood are a. Punk 
band, they're quite happy For anyone to 
like them. The comparison towards 
heavy metal is a point that is regularly 
being hogged, with, as J J explains, some 
justification. "Up North you get loads of 
greaser types liking us and also 
Motorhead fans. Probably about 60 per 
cent of our records are bought by F*unks 
though." I would estimate that figure to 
be more like 7b per cent! 

The Blood! live from pint to bird to 
gig. and back to the pint again. Asking 
The Cardinal how he envisaged Britain 
in 60 years time, proved a pointless task. 
“That's a f—king stupid question. Do yer 
think I'm psychic or something?" 
Eventually The Cardinal cooled off He 
admitted he could see havoc ahead tor 
Britain. "Between 1986 and '90 there'll 
be riots. The kids'll go just loony. I don't 
blame 'em. They've got every right to 
cause havoc. They'll go nutty. Most 
politicians are bastards. Seme are trying 
but it won't do any good ." 

The Blood are one of those rare bands, 
with the colour and panache to take on 
an audience. And beat them! They've 
got everything going for them at the 
moment. Essentially, hot tunes and 
sharp, witty lyrics. 

The image is great, drawing people 
Into their net like a leech draws blood. 
Their gutsy music, coupled with the 
'wild men of rock' image should be 
enough to push them to the fore of the 
current Punk bands. The Cardinal is a 
coming, a nd by the time he's gone there 
won't be a church left standing! 






















BEN 


W HATEVER YOU do, don't 
ever call the Toy Dolls a 
COMEDY band! Mot unless 
you want to see guitarist, vocalist 
and band leader Olga stop smiling 
and go a strange colour. 

"... And we're not pathetique 
either... we're just zany!” snaps 
Olga, in a rare, nearly serious 
moment. 

it has taken the Toy Dolls nearly 
two and a half years of hard work to 
.get where they are today, and Olga 
f doesn't want them to be 
misunderstood. In that period the 
Dolls have really slogged it out, 

I playing a set consisting half of covers 
[on the north east working man's 
dub circuit, to get enough money to 
get the band going "properly". 

They contributed two tracks to 
the most infamous Or album, 
'Strength Thru Oi'. Released a self 
financed single Tommey Kowey's 
Car' on their own GBH label, which 
sold out of its initial 2000 pressing, 
and is now deleted. 

Thus when the band were offered 
deals from the "top” punk labels of 
the day. Secret and No Future, 
everyone thought they would jump 
at them. They didn't, they waited, 
and EMI made an offer and the Dolls 


to the Toy Dolls' Olga 


signed. But ft was at EMI their 
problems really started, with the 
projected single Tve Got Asthma' 
being ditched for the less superior 
'Jitterbug', which absolutely 
bombed. All because the daughter 
of a top man at EM) had asthma ... 
but so did Olga, and that didn't seem 
to matter. 

The group are now happily settled 
with Newcastle based indie Volume 
Records, on which their brilliant, and 
successful debut LP 'Dig That Groove 
Baby' was released. 

"At least our records are now 
getting to the right shops" quips 
Olga. If the recording half of the 
band is all systems go, it's sure that 
way gig-wise too. 

"Crowds are averaging between 
GOO and 1000 in the north east, and 
about 300 elsewhere." 

So if everything has been going 
so well, why did Bob and the 
legendary Rip leave? 

"It was all down to day jobs, it's 
hard to hold a job down and go out 
and tour, but it's still all friendly," 
points out Olga. 

So enter new bassist and general 
all round loony. Bonny Baz, who is 
one character and a half, if only these 
boys could get TV coverage. The 
new drummer is a bit quiet on this 
occasion, he has only been in the 
group a matter of days and he's still 


finding his feet. 

Zany they might be, but the next 
single Ithe current one is 'Cheerio 
Toodle Pip') by the way. 'Alfie From 
The Bronx' still has the nutty Toy 
Dolls feel about it, but like 'Dougey 
Giro' from the album, it does have a 
message. 

"The song has a bit of a sad feel 
to it, just as 'Dougey' did. It is about 
Alfie who used to live in Norman 
Court in Sunderland, which is locally 
known as the Bronx. They ended up 
knocking the Bronx down and 
moving Alfie to a new home. But it 
doesn't have the same community 
spirit as the Bronx had," explains 
Olga. 

With Albe' the Toy Dolls have 
struck back at their critics who claim 
they are only a fun band. (Not that I 
see a lot wrong with that,.. we all 
need cheering up). So the future 
should look bright, especially with 
plans for a new LP early next year, 
and yet another tour. 

Frankly, the Toy Dolls should be 
big, but as mentioned before, need 
the right breaks. They need TV and 
radio exposure to gain the success 
that eludes them at the moment. If 
they can get that exposure ft will be 
good for punk as a whole - let's 
hope they get it . 










fM ON my horse somewhere between 
The High Cbaparal and Bonanza. My 
horse is tired and so am t. Someone 
once told me that I could get water from 
a Cactus. The trouble is that the spikes 
stuck in my mouth. Bur my mind switches 
off the pain in my mouth, allowing my 
ears to detect a sound. Over the valley, 
beyond the Devi fa Creek, horses are 
galloping. They ar^ coming this way. I 
fear an ambush: indians; or maybe even 
a stampeding hern of Buffalo. I quickly 
guide my weary horse behind some 
rocks. The noise is getting louder, from 
beyond the valley they come. Deranged 
punks in far worse conditions than 
myself. They've been looking for 
sanctuary but they haven't found it. They 
spot me. Opening their mouths to beg 
for water, the only sound to come forth is 
a chaotic roar. The poor singles start 
here.. . 

MAU MAUS: Facts Of War' EP (Pair). 

The singer is in constant pain, yelling 
out words no one can understand, amidst 
a barrage of noise. What's the point of 
singing about the facts of war if no one 
can hear what you are singing. Mau 
Mans play fast. Maybe they want to get 
to the end of the record as much as I do 
ANTI-SYSTEM: 'Defence Of The Realm' 
EP (Pax), 

Basically the same as VIau Maus, but 
with a slight hint of melody. Very slight! 
EVly faith m the Pax label is suddenly' 
restored. 

XTRACT; Blame It On The Youth' {Pax). 

Xtract knock out $ fine EP. Four songs 
very much in the Dead Man's Shadow 
mould. The lyrics may be a bit predictable,, 
but they've dug up a guitar, cottoned 
onto a drum kit, sussed out a few tunes 
and given it a go. Best track is 'iron Lady', 
with a really good chorus. 'Boys In Blue' 
signs off, the worst track of the four. Let's 
hope Xtract extract it from their set. 

Now for our look at the Eurovision 
entries. First from Germany... 

KIWI-SEX: Tele-Communication' (Inter- 
Call Label). 

Actually it's the only foreign record! 
And a poor one it is too. But f mustn't 
praise it that much! No apparent direction 
other than the wrong way, t starts off as 
a poor imitation of Bauhaus, ending up a 
poor imitation of a record. 

THE SATELLITES; 'Vietnam' {Brickyard 
Records). 

This is more like it! The distinctive 
voca's of Dr. Strangelove, guide The 
Satellites into outer space. One of the 
most original records I've heard for some 
time, with a couple Df humourous tracks 
on the B-Side. The spirit of 77 is certainly 
in abundance here. 

Time for a surprise-.,, 


TWO FINGERED APPROACH: World 
War Album' (Virus Records). 

The sieeve looks a poor man’s Crass. 
The music isn't. Back to the sleeve. .. 
Cartoons af CND, Anarchy, the usuai 
rants, three staples desperately trying to 
keep it intact. In the same area as The 
Mob, TFA provide a punchier tune, with 
a touch of the TV Personalities. Sadly 
only 500 havE been pressed. I've got one 
of them, so the rest of you better move 
fast. 

And speaking of The Mob ., 

THE MOB: The Mirror Breaks' (All The 
Madmen Records), 

The tribe :s increasing! This single 
sees The Mob in the same pleas for 
justice, equality and peace, that we heard 
from them on their excellent LP. The 
Mob refuse to be rushed. Half the impact 
of The Mob is how every word hits home. 
The impact is received, not clouded 
behind a barrage of noise The flag is still 
flying. 

If it's 3 barrage of noise you want 
though, then let's see what's cooking at 
Clay. 

WHITEDOOR: 'Windows' (Clay), 

No, I've not heard of them either! A 
very odd thing is this. A Oepeche Mode 
style band on Clay! Does Cal know about 
this 7 To be fair though, it does grow on 
you! 

But don't despair too much, for it is 
obvious Clay haven't lost their loyalty to 
the headbangers in Punk. 

DISCHARGE: 'Warning: Her Majesty's 
Government Can Seriously Damage 
Your Health' (Clay) 12". 

Discharge are in a rut; but they're not 
even trying to get out of it. The pace is 
slower these days -I think they must have 
worn themselves out!) but the songs are 
as poor as ever. Four sentences do"not 
make a song! And usually those few 
sentences are pitifully short of 
imagination, with about as much spark 
as a flat battery. 

P ay it again Sam. 

ENGLISH DOGS: Mad Punx Si English 
Dogs' (Clay) 12" 

As you can see it's on Clay and the 
sleeve notes include 'Thanx to GBH, 
Discharge'. There, you knqw what it's 
like already! Sixtracks from the English 
Dogs, of which two, 'Psycho Killer' and 
‘Lett Me For Dead' are just about 
listenable. If you intend to chance the 
rest, may I advise you to check with your 
doctor first- 

And now for something completely 
different. 

DAVID J: 'Joe Orton's Wedding' 
(Situation Two). 

Bauhaus should have split up long 
before they did. For some time the grave 


beckoning them back. And so now Peter 
Murphy is deciding what to do. David J 
has just got on with It, and this single is 
quite good. The music sounds as it it was 
recorded at a Victorian fairground. David 
J has got a good strong voice, which 
complements the music well. The B-Side 
is atrocious! 

PLAYDEAD; 'Shine' {Situation Two). 

Interesting. There could be something 
here, and I'm searching desperately to 
find it- Picking up a piEce here and a 
piece there, hoping to complete the 
jigsaw. It lacks the power of bands such 
as Death Cult; possibly a case of one 
graveyard too many? 

BUTCHER: 'Stand And Eight' (Inept 
Products). 

This is not for me. A lousy tune with a 
singer who can't. It's on red vinyl though! 
Straight from the pages of an Agatha 
Christie novel... A mystery. 

NEW MODEL: 'Chilean Warning' (MRC). 

Is it New Mode! Army? I'm not sure. 
Similar sound and the sort of song NMA 
would do. There have been bands who 
have touched on Poland, Afghanistan, El 
Salvador and now Chile. It's important 
we don't lose sight of the problems 
abroad, just because we currently face 
some ourselves. And our dole queues 
almost fade into insignificance when 
weighed against warfare, oppression etc. 
The song is about the political coup in 
Chile. Most people in Britain think coup 
is the name of some bird hanging around 
with that Royal Family geezer. There is a 
good clear tune, although when people 
are getting blown up, the tune doesn't 
seem to matter. 

THE PARTISANS: 'Blind Ambition' (Cloak 
And Dagger). 

This is simply a gem of a record, and 
it's hardly left my turntable over the last 
few wEeks. The early seeds of The 
Partisans are now flourishing, Three 
tracks, everyone a classic ... No kiddin'. 
Two guitars and a bass givE The Partisans 
that extra edge over most bands, and the 
lyrics are a joy to listen to, 'Change' nicks 
a couple of guitar riffs from SLF, but then 
when you're young you can get away 
with things like that 1 

Follow that 7 ,.. Why certainly! 

THE BLOOD: 'Stark Raving Normal' 
(Noise Records). 

Watch out John Paul! It's The Blood 
again. The Blood are in a class of their 
own, I hate gu tar solos, but when J J 
plays one, it's something else man! The 
Cardinal is in fine voice as he lets rip a 
piercing attack on the normal, the 
accepted, whilst still finding time to take 
a few stabs at the Royal Family. (I only 
wish more bands wouldl 'Mesr'ne' is 
equally as good. You'll be able to catch 
'em on TQTP. (If only!). 
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MAD PARADE (Demo), 

'Hour Glass' gets this demo underway 
Some heavy bass playing gives it a strong 
flavour. 'Assasination Love Affair' is 
exactly like The Adicts. Fast and happy 
with plenty of 'whooarhs', 'hehs' and so 
on. In fact Mad Parade are similar to The 
Adicts throughout these four tracks. A 
mention for 'Real Horrdr Show' which is 
a Rolls Royce of a song, with a great 
chorus. Again, 1 don'i know if it can tie 
purchased. Why not pop round and see 
the singer. Here's his address: 'Mad 
Parade'., 1695 Puente Ave.. West Covina, 
California. 91790 U.S.A. (You can always 
write of course!). 

'Yes You Guessed it' (24 track 
compilation}. 

This tape was compiled by the 'Still 
Dying' fanzine, and it features; Total 
Chaos, Abductors, Alternative, Public 
Toys. Reality Control, Fiend, Anthrax, 
Devoid, System, Post Mortem, Resistance 
77. Naked and Crucified by Christians, 
Phew! As you'd expect from a tape like 
this the quality is a bit suspect- And so 
are most of the bands. Anyway if you're 
interred then it's a pound f see to: 
Gary, 'The Milky Bar Kid", 24 Bramham 
Court, Harton Moor, South Shields, Tyne 
SiWear. NE34 0HP. 

The last two tapes can both be bought 
off Steve at 63 Saxon bury Ave., Sun bury 
On Thames. Middlesex, Both tapes cost 
a pound + sae. With both tapes you get 
a free fanzine and assorted leaflets. 

THE ANGELS; As The Innocent Suffer 
(Demo). 

This really is drivel- It makes funeral 
march look fast, and a book on vegetation 
at the North Pole seem interesting! 
WHERE THERE'S A REBEL THERE'S A 
CAUSE (Compilation), 

This one features The Instigators, 
Anarchist Angels, Suspect, Warning and 
Wargasm. Yet more poor recording and 
yet more poor bands. Except one .. . 
Suspects. This lot sound as if they're 
from the sixties. A bit like The Beatles or 
Bob Dylan. No row, just good songs and 
what's wrong with that? 


And from one set of beer swilling lads 
to another. 

SEX AIDS: 'Back On The Piss Again' 

(Riot City), 

The vocals aren't too hot, but the 
overall sound is alright, Bit of a Chas 'n J 
Dave knees up, with good pubchants. 

INSTANT AGONY; 'No Sign Of Life' 

(Flick nlfe). 

The title of this single sums it up. The 
record is alright, Bui then maybe that's 
the problem. 1 don't want to criticise 
Instant Agony in particular, but there are 
too many bands content to knock out 
average records, with no real thought; 
and just a constant drone dressed up as 
a tune, 

A band who very nearly fall into that 
trap, but not quite, are Riot Squad- 

RIOT SQUAD: T'm OK - F--k You' (Rot 
Records). 

Don't let the title decive you. As the 
band point out that is the attitude of this 
government 'towards normal people like 
ourselves'. Riot Squad are somewhere 
between One Way System and The 
Exploited; not a particularly bad place to 
be. Three stirring tracks from Riot Squad, 
guaranteed to send your blood warm on 
a cold night. Play loud! 

To close we have three more 12"s, 
starting with a new up and coming young 
band. 

UK SUBS: 'Another Typical City' (Scarlet 
Records) 7" & 12". 

Well there are loads Df new bands 
about, but, as I’ve said, many aren't up to 
much; and they certainly fall short of this 
Subs release, Admittedly 'Another 
Typical City' does have a messy Chorus, 
but the B-Side (Still Life! more than makes 
up for it. The 12" version has the bonus 
track of 'Veronique'. Yes, that's right, the 
$ 0 ng about the French strip per! 

And now for a joke - sort of! 

1319: 'CrywoK' (Abstract} 12T 

This is more Killing Joke, than Joke 
themselves. I like Killing Joke so I like 
this; but that isn't the point. Are 1919 just 
trying to be Killing Joke mark 2? I don't 
really think so. But the essence is on 
1919 to prove to everyone that they're 
not just a joke (Sorry). Still, pushing all 
that aside, this is a good record, with 
some particularly strong drumming. 
ACTIFIED; 'Dawn Of A Legion' (Jungle) 
12 ". 

Four rousing numbers here, on the 
debut release from Actified, l have a 
hunch that I'll appreciate it a fraction 
more every time I hear it. Ask me in a 
month end I'll probably say it's a 
masterpiece! 'Exit is the poorest track, 
with no direction or co-ordination. 
'Creation' opens up with a haunting 
guitar and the cymbals being used to 
maximum effect. The best number is 
'Prophesy'. J l will make a prophesy: I 
foresell my destiny'. One of those rare 
songs bubbling with qualities such as 


passion, emotion and life. The sort of 
song only bands like Theatre of Hate, 
Death Cult, Sex Gang seem capable of 
doing. The legion is moving from Hate to 
Actified. 


ABSTRACT CRITIQUE: The Four Track 
Cassette' (Dual Carriageway Records). 

Four songs from four wierd boys 
down there in Portsmouth- They describe 
themselves as 'synth-type punk', a fair 
description, First track ’Abstract Critique 1 
finds Paul singing in a most unusual 
fashion. A very high pitched voice, which 
goes well with the deep bass. 'Roche 
Boys' is about drug abuse. But both this 
song and 'Friends' suffer from the tune 
or lack of it. No, it's not thrash at all, but 
it's the same chords all the way through. 
However, 'Dark Skies' gets off to a good 
start, with a suitably ghoulish intro. 
Wailing voices, fresh from the other side! 
If you've got an ear for the obscure then 
send a pound + 25p to Stewie, 75 
Roundway, Waterlooville, Portsmouth, 
Hants. P07 7QB. 

THE SICK VICARS: 'Gravestone' (Demo). 

What a name 1 And the tape is quite 
good as well, t don't know anything 
about the band, other than this is a very 
competent tape. 'As The Mushroom 
Rises' and 'Power Game' are fairly self 
explanatory titles, The guitar is a bit 
tinny, but il helps give the band their 
own distinctive sound. 'Sick Vicar' is the 
fastest track, but 'Sarah Greene' is 
undoubtedly the best, as The Sick Vicars 
sing of their love for the ex-Blue Peter 
girl. A steal at 70p, so send your cash off 
plus a sae to Gaz at 19 Chiltem ftd., 
Culcheth, Warrinqton, Cheshire. WA3 
4LQ. 

LETHAL WEAPON (Demo). 

Looks like another graveyard band 
here, with tracks including 'Worship The 
Devil' and 'Bring Out The Dead'! 
Recorded in a four track studio, this is 
not a gloomy tape at all. ’Nightmare' is a 
really poppy song, with a fine chorus. 
Sadly The following three numbers 
degenerate into a racket, which is about 
as near to Heavy Metal as punk can get. i 
don't know if you can buy it, but if you're 
interested then write to; Bob Allen, 103 
Bolton Rd., Walkden, Near Manchester. 
M2S 5BH. 
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Written and designed by rtebb, editor of the Final Curtain 
fanzine, which can he obtained for 3Qp + sae from; _j 
73 Maycroft Avenue, Grays, Essex RM17 68N. 
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Sign Language wave their 
arms and mouths about 
to get their message 
across 


A FAST rising combo, the new 

young stars of intelligent punk 
related rock are a young band 
called Sign Language, 

The band have been together a year 
Or SO, gradually pruning and improving 
their set into the classic rush of adrenalin 
power that they have now. What makes 
them really special is that the rock 
hacking contrasts with nicely sung 
vocals. Such a change from snarling. 
Which goes to prove that if you are angry 
you don't have to shout the first thing 
that comes into your head. 

You may not be familiar with the 
name yet but you soon will be. The band 
are on a compilation EP, due for release 
on the excellent Vinyl Drip label. The 
record. The Blackpooi Rox EP No 2' 
(named after the local fanzine) also 
features Fifth Column, Crack House and 
Love 30. 

I met the band in a Blackpool cafe on 
a busy Bank Holiday Sunday, the town 
was crawling with grockles and belly 
button pickers, so I was watching my 
step. Present at the interview were singer 
and occasional keyboard player, 
Laurence Brewer, who seems to have 
spelt his name wrong on the piece of 
paper provided for this menial task; Paul 
Connafy, who plays guitar and handles 
most of the interview; Damien Lonsdale, 
drummer and a ginger one at that and, 
making up the cheery foursome, is the 
strangely named Ponty Bodkin (imagine 
that on his gravestone). 

The band began by claiming that they 
were into the spirit of '76. Which made 
me immediately sceptical because of 
their young appearance, But don't worry, 
these boys were very young punters at 
the time. Laurence, not yet ID, even had 
a 'God Save The Queen' T-shirt made 
out of an Everton football top and, of 
course, this was topped off with the de 
rigeur toilet chains and pins scattered all 
over it. 1 bet he looked pretty funny. 

The whole- band were into the Pistols 
and Buzzcocks, all except Ponty, who for 
some reason was into the appalling 
Bowie and Roxy Music Stuff, 

After mucho moaning about the 
current chart scene I was forced to ask 
what Sign Language's alternative would 
be. Paul, without much prompting, 
exploded: "The Sign Language of today, 
especially on stage, are all out action - 
pure, unadulterated rock J n r roll 
enjoyment but with far more to offer 
than traditional three chord thrash," 

Sign Language also claim that their 


gigs are not run of the mill events but 
celebrations to remember. Paul was 
really talking now and telling all and 
sundry about how important the punk 
spirit was to the band. 

A time to get political, "Music today 
is completely governed by conservatism 
and the Toryists in the daily and music 
press. The Falkland & crisis was 
representative of how easily the majority, 
and even the bands claiming to be punk, 
took all that right wing shit thrown out 
by Thatcher and Co." 

Paul, who came out with the above 
statement, goes on to claim that bands 
should make a stand against the media 
crap, and finally he slammed that: "bands 
who claim they don't preach, 
should do." 

But what do Sign Language preach? I 


turned to vocalist and lyric man Laurence 
for the answer. He sat for a few minutes 
and said that The Killing', the track on 
the aforementioned EP, was about 
dictator governments spending their 
money on guns and neglecting the poor, 
and this, like many of their songs, is an 
anti-war statement. But all the time their 
lyrics are branching out into other 
subjects. 

Laurence also does an excellent little 
fanzine, which, akmg with information 
on Sign Language, is available from him 
at 171 West Drive, Thornton Clevelys, 
Blackpool, Lancs. 

Sign Language seem like a young 
band with a vast amount of potential. 
Before the writing's on the wall, here's 
your chance to get into them while 
they're still young and exciting. 

JOHN EMBRANE 


SIGN LANGUAGE . how can any on a be that young? 


pic byAJoy Rydewski 
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BY 

JERRY 

HARRIS 


THE STORY/ 



W HEfV THE shrt hit the headlines 
during the riots of July, 1981, 

I really believed the truth 
would emerge, that the smears against 
the 0i bands - who were roundly written 
off as fascists by the media - would be 
laughed at like the very same Smears 
about THE CLASH and the SEX PISTOLS 
in 1976 were laughed at. 

After all, who were these "oi oi nazis"? 
GARRY JOHNSON, MENSL LEE WILSON, 
GAL BUSHELL, RON ROUNTAN, HOXTON 
TOM, MAX SPLODGE, CRAIG ST LEON, 
BEJCI BONDAGE, DEMOB, FtOl, ARTHUR 
KAY, the REJECTS, ROCKABILLY STEVE, 
the TEST1ES, the TOYDOLLS, the 
BUSINESS, BARNEY RUBBLE, the 
STRIKE, BLITZ, ATT!LA THE 
STOCKBROKER? The whole idea was 
laughable. Where the acts didn't claim 
political neutrality they were certainly of 
the Left, though make that the anti- 
Soviet anti-trendy left. Who could have 
reckoned on the way smears, blacklists 
and prejudice would rip the guts out of 
the movement? As last month's 
instalment showed, the bands were 
talking about strike benefits, not race 
war. 

The superficial evidence against Oi 
appeared strong but it was only 
superficial. On trial - with no right of 
reply - was the cover and title of 
'Strength Thru Or' and the Southall riot. 

Who remembers laughing at the way 
Nationwrde reported the 'evil' lyrics of 
'Strength Thru Oi'? Quoting the silly 
chant on the end of Side Two deadpan, 
and then claiming that CRIMINAL 
CLASS'S 'Blood On The Street' was anti- 
black - CRIMINAL CLASS was the Oi 
band who'd probahy played the most 
RAR gigs! Similarly, were we really 
expected to believe that the TOYDOLLS 
and SPLODGE were supplying Nazi 
anthems? And that an album sleeve 
with GARRY JOHNSON S anti-racist 
poem printed on the back, plus 
dedications to, and favourable mentions 
of, DALEY THOMPSON, SUGAR RAY 
LEONARD and even better, JESSE 
OWENS, the black athlete who shattered 
Hitler's master-race wet dreams at the 
'39 Olympics, was a Nazi LP? The sleeve 
notes even attack 'twisted nans'! 

Garry bushell is stm suing the 

Daily Mail for what they wrote about 
him and so can't comment on this, but if 
MAIL REPORTER, SIMON KINNERSLEY 
had really been to Oi gigs (he hadn't — 
he'd have stood out like a sore thumb] 
then he would definitely have been at 
Bushell's Birthday Bash in May '81, where 
over 700 packed into the Bridge House 
two days after 'Strength Thru Ot's release 
and where a few of the Poplar Boys 
toasted the birthday boy with light¬ 
hearted chants of "Bushell is a Red", 

And of course he was. 

The album's title was a play on words 
on the SKIDS 'Strength Through Joy' EP 
as opposed to the obscure Nazi slogan. 
The only real complaint was the picture 
of Nazi NICKY CRANE on the front Some 
people say it doesn't matter, that it was 
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just an image to sell the record like 
images of girls sell cars. Certainly there 
was no mention of Crane on the sleeve. 
RON ROUMAN, who was BUSINESS 
manager and Chairman of the Qi 
Organising Committee at the time, 
reveals that the first model for the cover 
was CARLTON LEECH, a football herbert 
from West Ham. He turned up for one 
unsatisfactory photo session hut never 
made the second one. 

Decca had two days to find a cover 
shot and BUSHELL suggested an 
aggressive looking MARTIN DEAN Xmas 
card. It was not apparent who the model 
for the blurred card was untif they saw 
the clear pic on the dummy LP sleeve - 
complete with dodgy tattoos. Says OOC 
man DAVE LONG; "Like Garry I d 
assumed the Xmas card shot was a still 
from the Wanderers film. We didn't find 
out it was Crane till it was too late. Garry 
had the choice to either have the tattoos 
removed off the cover pic or set the 
album production back a month- Blame 
it on youthful impetuous ness but the 
wrong decision was made, it was a 
mistake but it was an honest mistake. 
There's nothing else on that album or in 
Oi that could possibly be construed as 
Nazi." 

E xcept the Southall Riot. 4-SKINS 
bassist HOXTON TOM says "We 
were treated very shabbily by the 
media. Only the Guardian and The Times 
even gave us a fair bearing." In the 'Oi 
bible' - GARRY JOHNSON S 'Story Of 
Oi" - a rather different story emerges. 
Johnson, a confirmed anti-racist, tells of 
how a van he was travel ling in was 
attacked by Asians without provocation 
before they were even at the gig. There’s 
also comical stories like when 4-SKINS 
guitarist STEVE PEAR, a strong Labour 
man, was hit over the head by an Asian 
gent with a frying pan when he tried to 
escape police pursuers. 

" People say why did the Oi bands 
play Southall," says Tom, "but you've 
gotta remember m those days any gig 
was welcome. No one believed for a 
minute that there'd be trouble there. 

THE BUSINESS had played Brixton 
before, LAST RESORT had played 
Peck ham, we'd played Hackney often 
and they were all areas with large black 
populations and the gigs were always 
trouble free. Most of the time people 
had to come to the East End to see us, 
we were happy to try and branch out. 
Southall was the first of a series of gigs 
around London arranged by the three 
bands. We had to break out of the Bridge 
House to grow," 

Even at the Bridge, gutter press hacks 
would periodically come and try and 
bribe kids to sieg-heil. One even tried ft 
on with Jewish Oi personatity, GONADS 
bassist SI SPANNER, who chased him 
out on his arsel 

At Southall, as soon as it was obvious 
serious trouble was brewing, the Oi 
bands made an attempt to negotiate 
with the Southall Youth Movement 
through the police. They didn't even 



BUSINESS 

want to talk. "We didn't want trouble," 
says Tom, "but that's all they had on 
their minds." The rest is history. 

1 ironically, Southall sparked off a host 
of anti-government riots and there was 
no doubt where the Oi bands stood on 
them, with BLITZ and the VIOLATORS 
celebrating the popular uprisings in 
songs like ’Nation On Fire' and 'Summer 
Of '8V In Story Of Oi' GAL JOHNSON 
called on black and white youth to unite 
to fight the Tories. Meantimes, with 
libels against Oi becoming history by 
repetition (and of course the man in the 
Street wasn't allowed to bear the Oi side 
of the story), the Oi Organising 
Committee organised the Oi Against 
Racism gigs with the BUSINESS, 1NFA- 
RtOT and the PARTISANS to fight the 
lies. GAL BUSHELL compiled the best 
ever Oi album. ’Carry On Oi'. which was 
unmistakeably anti-Tory and anti-racist 
and featured the best ever Oi band - 
BLITZ, this generation's CLASH, left-wing 
street fighting romantics. The battle was 
on, but the sides were unevenly matched. 
The Oi bands only had their own strength 
and beliefs to see them through. The 
industry was all-powerful. 

Though 'Carry On Oi' and its 
surrounding singles sold over 20,000 
each, they were kept out of the charts, 
hauned from the air-waves and the bands 
banned from virtually every gig in the 
country. 

Meanwhile, the Nazis who'd never 
been part of Oi started turning up at 
gigs, obviously believing the media's 
jies. When they found out the truth was 


different they turned nasty. Real Oi 
spokesmen like GARRY JOHNSON, GAL 
BUSHELL, SI SPANNER and later ATT1LA, 
were brutally attacked by Nazis. SI 
SPANNER was stabbed. Gigs were 
wrecked. And Nazis polluted the Skunx 
- that’s skins and punks united - venue 
in North London, wrecking the 
movement's chances of finding a new 
Roxy to grow in strength again. 

When they couldn't find Nazi Oi bands 
they created their own ones - 'nationalist 
skinhead bands' like SKHEWDRIVER and 
the OVALTEENIES Musically they 
weren't a patch on Oi but to some extent 
they did keep the bnneheads off the 
backs of real Oi bands. But by the end of 
'82, most Oi people had realised the 
battle was lost, and Oi had been all but 
murdered. 

MORE 

w 

OVER. PAC,E. 












Despite this, that period from 
September '81 to the end of '82 
paradoxically saw the strongest ever Oi 
releases thanks to Secret Records and 
the great No Futures series of 22 singles 
from bands like BLITZ, PARTISANS, RED 
ALERT, the VIOLATORS and the TEST- 
TUBE BABIES. Oi records sold easily 
Over 500,000 altogether - over two 
million if you include SHAM, SPLODGE 
REJECTS etc. 

But the movement needed a figure 
head, and with the 4-SKINS away licking 
their wounds the onus fell on B LITZ and 
the BUSINESS. For a while BLITZ'S great 
brittle punk on record was enough. But 
soon rt was obvious that they had no 
time for their audience on stage. One 
disastrous Clarendon gig at the end of 
'82 was the beginning of the end. BLITZ 
split in two and the surviving members 
turned the band into a trendy synthesiser 
bend. 

Meanwhile, the BUSINESS were 
trying to carry on the original Oi dream 
and organise a benefit for militant trade 
unionist blacklisted by the bosses for 
their activities. RON ROUMAN and the 
Oi Organising Committee nwt up with 
BRIAN HIGGINS, the socialist building 
worker who 'Suburban Rebels' was 
dedicated to on 'Carry On Oi'. But in the 
end MICKY FITZ, the band's singer, 
bottled out of playing the benefit, 
admitting he was only posing all along 
and that he'd even voted Tory. RON 
ROUMAN was sacked behind his back 
and within months the band had fallen 
apart. 

Depressed and feeling betrayed, 
BUSHELL wrote his infamous 'Punk IS 
Dead' article in Sounds. Although 
typically exaggerated for maxim urn 
effect, it did reflect the real state of punk 
as too many people seemed to think 
punk wo$ all about dressing up instead 
of fighting back. The poor quality of the 
new punk bands on the only average 'OI 
Oi That's Yer Lot' compilation, released 
last October, was just another reflection 
of OS's stagnation. GARRY BUSHELL 
told me "It's like a stream, when it's 
moving it stays healthy, but when it gets 
blacked up and stagnant all the shrt rises 
to the top. The Oi stream was definitely 
blocked up." 

For a white it looked like other 
movements would come out of Oi and 
that would be that Oi 4's "drunk side" 
was obviously a realisation of Pure 


Herbert and the true fore-father of this 
year's ridiculous but funny 'Beerdrop 
Explodes' compilation. 

eantimes the BUSINESS, BLITZ, 
and GONADS contributions to 
the Total Noise' EP released 
by Faulty Products in the summer of '82 
stoked fears that the best Oi bands m ight 
break away Hike the magnificent BLOOD 
havej into a new MGTQRHEAD-type 
punky HM genre of bands. Thankfully, 
this doesn't seem to have happened, 
though individual bands like GBH have 
definitely gone that way. 

But now, after 10 months hibernation 
and recuperation Oi at last looks likely to 
come through again. First the great 
COCK SPARRER have reformed and 
release their debut album in November 
on Razor Records - they're bound to 
collect the crown they left behind In 
1977. And the new line-ups of the 4- 
S KINS and the GONADS look likely to 
recapture their former glories. 

But don't get the idea that the new 
wave of Oi wilf be living in the past. 
There's great new young bands like the 
very CLASHY {better than BLITZ even] 
PROLE! from Kent, the acid-punk 
ORGASM GUERILLAS, Southern 
Ireland's mad MANIAC YOUTH, and the 
BANSHEES-reminiscent PARANOID 
PICTURES all starting to excite interest 
round the punky world, and even 



GARRYJOHHSON 

evidence of synth-oi {or techno-oil bands 
emerging. Plus there's a street level 
wave of ranting poets coming through 
behind the vanguard of GAL JOHNSON, 
SWELLS and ATTILA. Poets like PHIL 
SEXTON, MICK TURPIN, TERRY 
McCANN, and JULIE ROUMAN. 

Most of these new names will be 
featured on the forthcoming 'Son Of Oi' 
a I hum a n d the stuff 1 heard when it was 
being recorded last month is easily on a 
par with the best that has gone before. 
It's the same Oi roots with a younger, 
more adventurous slant. And there's 
absolutely no way anyone will think the 
new Oi is right wing. As long as they all 
keep their class prejudice sensible and 
football out of the gigs, I'm sure Oi will 
rise again - stronger than ever. 


WIN 

25 

COPIES OF THE 
'SON OF Oil’LP 

All you have to do is answer the three easy questions below 
and you could get your mitts on a free copy of the new Oi E LP, 
'Son Of Oil'. The first 25 correct answers picked out of the bag 
are the lucky winners. 

1. Which label was the Cockney Rejects first EP on? 

2. How many Oi albums did the Test Tubes appear 

on? ., ... .........,...„.....,„ ti .... 

3- Which football team did Barney and the Rubbles 

support? ... ... .. .. 

NAME........... 

ADDRESS ... .. ......... 


Send your entries to: Oi! Competition, Punk Lives, 
266 Cap worth Street, Leyton E10 7BG. 
























The stance The Enemy take is one of 
action but tonight it made them look a 
trifle daft with no one in front of them. 
Their knees were locked together, their 
ankles braced and yet with the iow guitars 
being charismatieaUy thrust end played it 
amounted to a curious charade for the 
onlooker. 

It must he great to travel a couple of 
hundred miies for a bunch of lethargic 
morons CARDINAL SIN 

THE DAMNED/BEAST/PLAY DEAD/ 
FLESH FOR LULU 
Hamersmith Palais 

THE DAMNED came on and everyone 
went wild. That's what everybody wanted 
and that's what everyone got, The whole 
evening stunk of the worst kind of 
escapism and none of the groups seamed 
a ble or will i ng to I i ft it out of the dol drums. 
But credit where credit's due, Flesh For 
Lulu made a brave attempt- Their set 
wasn't bad and their last song worked 
well but the crowd were unimpressed. 
There were no cheers, no shouts, only a 
vacuum of nothingness, which brings us 
very nicely on to P!ay Dead. 

Play Dead play Killing Joke-orientated 
music and it was entertaining to watch 
vocalist Rob prance about with his hands 
in the air for a few minutes but the novelty 
wore off. Two. maybe three of their songs 
warranted a second listen but that was 
about it. Much to the disappointment of 
those ever-so-macho skins who were 
enjoying punching people's faces while 
they were on. It's a pity the girl who had 
to leave with a nose bleed drdrv't feei 
quite the same way. 

I won't talk much about Beast seeing 
as they are nothing to do with punk. 

They look like zombies and they sound 
worse than they look, sub-psychedelic 
noise played hideously. 

Then it happened, the heavens 
opened, the waves parted, the world 
stopped and the Damned stumbled on 
with a rather feeble 'Bom To Kill", I felt 
like screaming, 'Born To Kill' was written 
almost seven years ago, it was like 
desecrating a sacred gravestone. 
Unfortunately, the Damned took no heed 
and proceeded to kill 'Neat, Neat, Neat', 
'Noise, Noise, Noise', 'Just Can't Be 
Happy', 'Love Song' - twice - and all the 
other favourites which, by now, you r H 
know off by heart, 

Possi b ly t h e wo rst t h i ng wa s the stu pid 
bravado surrounding the whole affair. 
When Sensible dedicated 'Blackout' to 
the Clash and proceeded to slag them off 
I almost left. At least when the Clash 
played the Fair Deal last year they were 
alive, relevant and more important, they 
weren't going through any motions. 

They sung from the heart, not the wallet. 
Something unfortunately that poor old 
Captain Sensible will never understand. 

The Damned continued to walk 
backwards (only one new song in a set of 
over 20), until I could take no more. The 
Damned, although (just about) adequate 
entertainers, have no relevance to this or 
any punk scene of today. They haven't 
the working-class humour of Serious 
Drinking, the protest of the Newtown 
Neurotics, the style of New Model Army, 
or even the sheer professionalism of the 
Clash. To put it bluntly, they stunk out 
the Palais and the crowd lapped up every 
second of it. ARTIFICIAL 


PETER AND THE TEST TUBE BABIES So the inquest begins. Was it purely a 

Gala Norwich bad night or was this the 'new' Test Tube 

style? Every band can be forgiven a poor 
WHAT BETTER way to brighten up a dull gig now and again. But... if this is the 
evening than go and see the Test Tube future style of Peter and the boys, then it 

Babies? Who else, other than the Test is little future indeed. 

Tubes, have the bottle to play in their We must wait and see if the Test Tube 

underpants? ffhe Captain excepted!) Baby survives. But for me the whole 

I nsu Its fI ow like M e rryd own, and the n i ght was su m rned u p by one event; 

pisstaking is a guarantee, 1 was in for a rather non-event. Trapper trailed off 
good nightl.., stage at the end having barely received 

I was wrong! I did not laugh at the old one insult all night! PAUL CASTLES 
antics because there were none. With 

not so much as a bottle of Merrydown in ^ ... , 

sight, the Test Tubes played an Feltham Football Club 

uncharacteristically ordinary gig. FUN, FUN, fun for all the family in the 

Songwise H was alright. AH your old small animal enclosure. Apathy and 
f avo u r ites eh u rned out i n fi n e fash i on. stu pi dity was goi ng for a song at Faith a m 

The new single, 'Jinx', was played twice tonight and I was going to the loo, going 

and there was a fair dollop of the new to the bar and, eventually, going outside 
material. to throw up all over someone's 

The crowd' s o n e fi ng e red salute to u n fortu nate boots. Let that be a lesson to 

greet the chorus of 'Up Yer Bum', showed them for brawling senselessly in the hall 
they still relished the Test Tube sound. where Dead Man's Shadow were trying 
'Run Like Hell', 'Moped Lads', to entertain them. I'd gone along with 

Transvestite', 'Elvis Is Dead'. They were hopes of a great evening and whilst DMS 
all there in their splendour, great songs weren't bad after the blood had been 

all; equally enjoyable whether it be on spilled, I wasn't really in the mnood to 

vinyl prat a gig. enthuse. 

The thing that has given Test Tube The Enemy seemed to keep smiles on 

gigs that edge is the in-between-song their faces all night long, although I can't 
banter. Led by Peter, helped by Trapper quite see why or how. The sound mix 
with snippets thrown in by the audience, was always in the realms of duff and the 
The spontaneous remarks and hilarious audience kept that company, If people 
insults meant that the Test Tubes were stand around the walls instead of in front 
one of a mere handful of Punk bands of the band there never is the energy 
capable of putting a smile on your face. required, or the interest- Gloomy eyes 
Two encores would indicate that most surveyed the band as they hacked their 
people did wear a smiie. However, a lot way through the impenetrable jungle of 

of punters had left by the time Peter boredom, guitars chopping at the vines, 

returned for encore number two. Possibly vocals dispersing the tigers. All to no 
feeling the say way as me? avail. 


TEST TUBES: Wot no insults? 






NEWTOWN NEUROTICS: 'Beggars Can 
Be Choosers' (Razor Records). 

WHEN THE emotional cries of 'Lot's Kick 
Out The Tories' flowed from the speakers 
like the queues at the DHS5,1 knwthis 
was 3 band that meant business. The 
follow-up singles from the Newtown 
Neurotics did little to change my line of 
thought. So "twas with great eagerness 
and excitement that I set'tbe needle 
gliding over thei r first LP. 

I was a bit dubious about the opening 
as voices rambled over a distorted 
background. But gradually the guitar 
appears. Twisting and turning its way- 
out of the debris, getting faster and 
sharper until the tension is burst by the 
voice of singer Steve Drewett. 

The first number 'Wake Up' is a 
diamond of a song, Overflowing with 
encouraging lyrics and heart-felt vocals, 
accompanied with a tune more catchy 
than AIDS) 

If you want to know exactly what the 
Newtown Neurotics stand for, then 'Get 
Up And Fight' is the song for you. It 
typifies the spirit of the band. Not for 
them the flag of 'Nothing I do or say will 
change anything'! No, the Harlow boys 
won't have any of it. They concede that 
'politics are boring, boring and grey', but 
then str ke back with 'would you rather 
see Cruise brighten everyone's day?!' 

The words are full of feeling and Steve 
Drewett rightly takes time out to have a 
verbal bash at the disco mentality. You 
can dance through the night forgetting 
your cares, but when the dancing is over 
the problem's still there.' 

’No Respect' is a particularly brave 
song from an all-male band. Casting 
aside fears of pisstaking, [ridicule is 
nothing to be scared of - The Book of 
Adam), the band challenges the 
traditional sex values. If you are a woman 
sleeping around, you are called all sorts 
of names, and treated with no respect 
from either sex. A man doing the same is 
Jack-the-Lad, and earns the respect of 



his mates. The Neurotics question this. Is 
it that because you are afraid of women 
you do not respect them? 

Side two is a bit weaker, the exception 
being the final track, 'Living With 
Unemployment'. The old tale of a kid 
moving to London; no mates; no job: no 
money. Living in a bedsit, the only option 
appears to be to go to Northern Ireland 
and get his head blown off. 

Don't accuse the Neurotics of 
repeating old themes. The protest must 
continue unfit something is done. And 
don't be naive and blame the immigrants 
for the lack of work. As Drewett says 
'Don't blame it on the blacks, it's really 
those in power who stab you in the 
back'! 

Punk seems to have so many factions 
today, that it's getting a bit out of hand. 
They are all Punk; they ail have good and 
bad points. But surely, in the end, the 
real destiny of Punk will lie in the hands 
of bands like the Newton Neurotics. 

And if you are of the opinion things 
can't be changed, allow me to point you 
in the direction of your nearest disco 
where you will feel quite at home 
amongst all the apathy, Have a look in 
the history books, and you wilt see that 
few things were ever achieved without a 
struggle. Wei) the struggle and fight is on 
again. The Neurotics will be there .. 
vfllyqu? PAUL CASTLES 

SERIOUS DRINKING: 'The Revolution 
Starts At Closing Time' (Upright], 

A FUNNY title that! But perhaps not as 
innocent as you think. The title track has 
a go at the British man's obsession with 
drink. The man, happy to let the world 
drift by, as long as his lips are pursed 
around a pub glass. 

So the Serious Drinking LP gets off to 
an unusual start. A song with a message) 
But don't get ail uptight, there's still 
plenty of the usual Drinking material. 

Serious Drinking are a Fun band and 
their happy-go-lucky attitude shines 
through prominently. Indeed, it is the 





down-to-earth mentality of our five 
heroes that makes this such a refreshing 
piece of vinyl. 

We find Serious Drinking in a lovesick 
pose in 'World Service'. A little kid tries 
out despairingly. "I'm wonderinq why I 
didn't jpet her address,,, I'm alone 
again." But that is small fry compared to 
the horrific news coming from the World 
Service. Wars in the Lebanon. Wars in 
Africa. The kid's ears prick up, realising 
he's not top badly off after all! "Being 
alone isn't that bad I suppose. Better 
than dodging bullets or ducking from 
bombs," 

All the songs are as merry as 
Christmas and could be straight from 
'The Wonderful World of Disney!'The 
tunes are innocent, reminding you of 
da I sies, butterfl ies and fa i ry ca kes. 

But stop, What's this? It isn't? It is! 

The Bastard family is back! Dp you 
remember the angry bastard? Well this 
song is about his son. A nice kid who 
"smiles when he hears of a death on the 
road, other people's misery makes him' 
laugh I" Suddenly the butterfly's wings 
are plucked off, daisies are trampled 
underfoot, fairy cakes are crushed, as the 
chorus stampedes with "he's the son of 
an angry bastard, he's getting angry 
too!" 

The pacier style is continued into 
'Spirit Of '66'. One moment the band are 
singing the praises of the victorious 
England team of 'fi0, only to go on to 
ridicule the false optimism expressed 
about England's chances in last year's 
World Cup in Spain. 

The better tracks are the faster ones. 
The ones recorded under the influence of 
a double whiskey rather than half a pale 
ale! Still, 'Countdown To Bilkp' (yes that 
one!) and 'Really Good Bloke' are both 
good tracks, if maybe a bit too slow. The 
latter song being sung in a drunken 
stupor. " ; bssed to exist, exist to get 
pissed, pissed to exist all night long!" 

The lyrics are very similar to the style 
of Ian Dury. The only possible criticism of 
this sparkling collection of songs is that 
too many of them sound alike. 

But don't let that minute discrepancy 
put you off. Jesus! You could almost get 
drunk just listening to it! PAUL CASTLES 

THE ANGEUC UPSTARTS: Angel Dust 
(The Collected Highs)' (Anagram). 

AS ESSENTIAL a compilation as you 
could possibly ask for. This has alt the 
well known tunes from all the ages and 
trials and tribulations which have made 
up this group's career to date. Let's also 
hope it marks an end to one stage and a 
development for the future, because 
Men&i may sound half cocked at times 
but, as everyone says, his heart's in the 
right place and they've made great songs 
before, so they can make them again. 

Take these ... The Murder Of Liddle 
Towers', 'Police Oppression', Tm An 
Upstart', Teenage Warning', 'Never 'Ad 
Nothin", 'Shotgun Solution', 'Last Night 
Another Soldier', 'Two Million Voices', 
’Kids On The Street', 'England', 'Health's 
Lament', 1 Understand'/Never Say Die', 
■Woman In Disguise', 'Solidarity'. Gaspo. 

My only regret is that the classic 
version of 'You're Nicked', from the five 
album, isn't included because, that to 
me, is their finest moment ever. Never 
mind, it's a worthwhile release, 

SINNYPOOS 









VARIOUS ARTISTS: 'Boflox To The 
Gonads' [Pax Records), 

'8GLL0X' IS vet another well intent iqned 
compilation from Pax Records. Gut in its 
hurry for value for money the album is 
•so overcrowded that its sound quality is 
really bad. it r s either that, or someone 
simply doesn't know howto cut records. 
As with all compilations that give a large 
selection of bands a "chanced they often 
end up with a host of ridiculously bad 
bands, counteracting any goad work 
done. 

Don't take it as read that ALL the bands 
are bad r that's not the case. The Maus 
Maus, Skeptix and Riot Squad are all 
worth a listen. It's a shame the same 
can't be said for PSA. When Dr Syn, in 
last month's issue, described Major 
Accident as the worst band in the world, 
he obviously hadn't heard PSA. They're 
so bad, my stylus has gone on strike! On 
a brighter note, it's served its purpose by 
bringing new band Xtract to the public's 
attention. Although slower than the 
other bands, they are not slow! They 
have a One Way System/early Subs 
sound, especially on 'Genocide'. 

Although their other track, 'Blame It On 
The Youth', the best track on the album, 
has a 'One Law For Them" 4-Skins era 
feel about it. 

Other bands to look out for in the 
future are Anti-System and Repulsive 
Alien, who are both good young bands, 
but their contributions don't come over 
very well on this LP- 

For further info contact - Pax Records, 
PO Box 3, Sheffield. GEN FLEET 


CHANNEL 3: 'After The Lights Go Out' 
(Posh Boy). 

WE ALL appreciate what a marvellous 
cou nt ry Cow boy Ro n nie has over th ere. 

A country where there is plenty of 
everything and plenty of people after the 
lot. A country where, if you live in 
Beverley Hills, it's beautiful and if you 
live in Harlem it's terrible. A kind nation. 
Kind to all except the blacks, the Puerto 
Ricans, the one parent families, the old, 
the sick and the poor. Have a nice day? 
Shove it! 

One positive aspect of the States is 
that in recent years some good bands 
have emerged, no longer prepared to 
take the government l es. The Dead 
Kennedy® of course, but also the likes of 
Bad Brains. Black Flag and Channel 3. 

Channel 3 play fast but fair, preferring 
to sing about people, rather than the 
established hymns of governments end 
wars. 

A prostitute is the unglamourous 
person who Channel 3 sing about first. 
'What About Me' effectively portrays the 
pitiful existence that this woman leads. 
Living from hotel room to hotel room, 
surrounded by a constant cloud of 
cigarette smoke. 'Love' is probably not in 
her vocabulary, but it certainly is in 
Channel 3's. Although they are usually 
singing about the tack of it! 

Take 'Seperate Piece', a tale of a father 
writing to his son. In a nonchalent fashion 
he 'nforms him that he's divorcing his 
wife, and almost as an afterthought 
mantione that the boy's brother Has just 
died from a drug overdose. Sounds like 
just an other fun-loving American family! 

The sad theme continues in 'After The 


Lights Go Out'. This time it's boy meets 
girl. Trouble is though, the girl happens 
to be a bit of an Arfur Daley. Know wot I 
mean? She only tricks the poor geezer 
into buying her pearls and rings and then 
she buggers off! Ter-ri-fic! But as Channel 
3 point out "This ain't no book man, it's 
real life No perfect love, no starry 
rights." 

'Truth And Trust' is a demand for just 
that. Two qualities so often lacking. A 
slightly more political track as Channel 3 
attack the patriotic nonsense that we are 
fed at school. The lies we get from the 
government and sometimes from our 
own parents, reassuring us that 'it's all 
for our own good'. 

Side two is much of the same, a good 
collection of honest songs. With two 
guitars in the band plus the bass, each 
track is accompanied by a powerful 
backing. The songs never fall into the 
trap of going too fast and just becomi ng 
a racket. When you think it's just about' 
to, the guitars soar high, holding the 
sound in shape, going well alongside 
singer Mike Magrann's voice. 

So next time you're bored, don't sit 
there watching Channel 4, listen to 
Channel 3 mstead! RAUL CASTLES 

UK/DK The Original Video Soundtrack' 
(Anagram). 

YET ANOTHER Punk compilation from 
Anagram. (They of the Punk 'n' Disorderly 
trio). The difference here is that this is the 
soundtrack of the Cherry Red video. 

The Exploited start the show with 
'USA', one of the better tracks off the 
'Troops Of Tomorrow' LP. But if Wattle's 
Barmy Army thought they would be the 
speediest merchants here, they were 
wrong. 

Chaos UK and Disorder fight for that 
homour. Both bands are equally poor, 
although the Cliff Richard vocals in Chaos 
UK give them the edge! Seriously though, 
Chaos UK have got something ... Just 
don't ask me what 1 Disorder, as inventive 
as ever, must be contenders for the 
Eurovision Song Contest; That's where 
all the crap is. 

'Viva La Revolution' maintains its 
record of appearing on every Punk 
compilation ever made! The Adicts also 
treat us to 'Joker In The Pack'. 

The Business and Action Pact are 
both as sharp as ever, but you should 
have both these tracks on their respective 
LP's. Something which can of course be 
said about over half the songs here. 

One band new to me is Pressure, 
heir contribution 'You Talk, We Talk' is 
by far the poppiest. It's got colour and a 
merry tune end is the sort of thing you 
may expect from Kajagoogoo. Still, it's 
alright, and should not be condemned 
just because of the poppy notes. 

Northern bands One Way System and 
Angelic Upstarts both produce the goods, 
'Jerusalem 1 being a real rabble rouser 
and one of OWS's finest moments. 

The Varukers are in the same vein as 
QWS but are not as tight, the vocals 
often sounding out of context to the rest 
of the band in their track 'Soldier Boy'. 

'Stand Strong, Stand Proud' is Vice 
Squad's piece, although it is far from 
being one of their best. 

The two best tracks come from the old 
timers. 'Fighter Pilot' from the Vibrators 
captures the early mood of Punk, with a 
great chorus and fine tune. Stealing the 


show (don't they always] are the Damned. 
'Ignite' blasts off side two The Blood 
have now taken it into their set, which is 
hardly surprising. Dave Van fan sings it 
brilliantly, the whooarh chants being real 
firecrackers. Let's leave the last word 
with Dave: "Like the fuse I must ignite. 
I'm gonna set the world alight!" PAUL 
CASTLES _ 

THE NECHOS: 'Conquest For Death' 
(Touch And Go). 

A VERY popular punk band in America 
and this album shows why with great 
ease. They chug in on muted lines to the 
opener 'Search For Fame' and thrash 
furiously away but with style 
incorporated into the short bursts of 
attack, the music surviving the holocaust. 
Some material, like 'Tarnished Words' 
have a high sleaze level as they stop and 
start, grind and thrash which surprisingly 
leads to constant enjoyment in a punkier 
vein to ©ad Brains' rock approach, if you 
get my drift (More beans?). 

The cover is hilarious as you see a 
cou pie of the band j ?) d ressed as followers 
of some devil worshipping cult, in their 
hooded robes, grappling in a field but 
amongst the tufts of grass the training 
shoes can be seen! Classic error, 

No One' has that high octane feel to 
it, where the drums are almost too fast 
and the vocals simply evaporate in the 
heat, but the man at the guitar, as per 
usual, is also the man at the helm. He 
steers the album well, holding back the 
desire to dice with creative death through 
speed. Without him (and regrettably 
sometimes with) the foundations are 
simply too aha key musically, despite 
their solid bluster, If they want to hold 
our attention there has to be a little mare 
than bludgeoning tactics because that 
works better on an EP than an LP. 

""hey're at their best on songs like 
'Count Me Out', which allows their 
pointed melodies to bounce through and 
in doing so concocting a sensible dance 
beet as well as growling delight. 

It's a fairly short album, so it'll probably 
set you back a few quid, but then, for 
'Change', 'Face To Forward' and'Friend 
To All, I'd say it was worth it. CARDINAL 
SIM-GAS 

KNOX: 'Plutonium Express' (Razor), 

THE MAN who wanted to be in Mud all 
along! What a silly album. Pungent songs, 
steeped in singer-songwriter and 
fictitious pop bands stream from the 
vinyl with Knox's willowy guitar lines 
drifting haphazardly out and the listener 
sits, momentarily horrified, before 
laughing. This is the man who tried to 
make us think of The Vibrators as a punk 
band when we all knew they were nothing 
of the sort. They were always a well 
mannered, polite, version of the Anti- 
No where League. They made records to 
match and when things like 'Automatic 
Lover' came out we had the proof that 
here was a band to make music for Glenn 
Hoddle to listen to. Well just pull on that 
silky jacket, adjust that thin tie and sit 
back because nas Knox got an album for 
you I Or even an album for your older 
brother. 

It's sad but it's obvious in a way 
because the man is owning up to his 
age, revealing his aspirations. Next 
decade's Cliff Richard, without a doubt 

DR. SIN 
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IIS YEAR Thatcher 


r s government 
will spend over £12,000 million or 
the British armed forces, that's 
over £30 million a day' The massive 
physical strength that this represents 
will be used to further establish the 
harriers between those in power and 
those beneath them .. them and us. 

This year Britain will export around 
£2000 million worth of armaments to 
foreign powers, that's over £5 million a 
day! The massive profits that this 
represents will be used to further 
establish the barriers between the rich 
and the poor ,, them and us. 

Thatcher's government has already 
made savage cuts in the social services: 
Hospitals are under-staffed, schools 
under-equipped, roads go un mended, 
rubbish stands uncollected, homes 
crumble, towns become wastelands, 
millions of people rot on the garbage- 
piles of unemployment and despair. The 


poor get poorer as the rich get richer, 
richer and richer.. , them and us. 

As the wealthy elite exports arms 
abroad, the government that protects 


continued ove 
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Frok preVidos pa qe 

their interests claims rt must spend 
more on J our' defence. Whose defence? 
Theirs or ours? 

Both before and after the Falkland-* 
War* Argentina* helped by international 
loans to which Thatcher's government 
contributes* has bought millions of 
pounds worth of arms from its Supposed 
enemy Britain. It's a bit like giving your 
worst enemy a bow and arrow and then 
getting a gun to defend yourself with. 
The hypocrisy is disgusting, but 
Thatcher, her government and the 
wealthy elite that it serves, are laughing 
all the way to the banks, mega- 
corporation offices and the Stock 
Exchange* all of which are located in 
that drab monument to the capitalist 
dream. The City of London. 

Septem ber 29,1983 was a big day for 
the greedy cigar-smokers who grow fat 
at our expense. In the City their 
accountants were busy reckoning up the 
last quarter's profits, profits that you 
and I will gain nothing from but further 
oppression. Them and us. But things 
didn't quite go to plan. 

When BBC Radio 4's stocks and shares 
programme came on air later that day, a 
sober voice informed the nation that 
"everything in the City seems to be 
Upside down today. "Too bloody right; 
it was! 


I 


Gy six that morning large numbers of 
people had started to descend on the 
City to let those who profit from the 
horror of war know that we'd had 
enough. While they sit in their cosy 
offices smarming over their wealth and 
possession there's thousands of people 
suffering the misery of their trade. We'd 
come to let them know that we're tired! 
of the deaths that they create and that 
we're willing to fight for something 
better. 

For several weeks word had been 
going around that on September 29 
people should gather in the City to 
protest. Posters and graffiti advertising 
the event had appeared everywhere and 
when early that morning tube-train 
services into the City were disrupted by 
smoke-bombings* we all knew that the 
gig was on ... so did the potice. Them 
and us. 

For once the grey routine of the City 
was broken. Businessmen arriving at 
their offices were toW by demonstrators 
to 'take the day off and in reply 
demonstrators were told to "f-k off. We 
didn't* we blockaded the Stock Exchange 
instead and the police made their first 
arrests 

By ID o'clock around th ree 
thousand people had gathered outside 
the Com Exchange, 75 per cent of them 
punks and the rest an assortment of 
feminists, hippies and old style 
peaceniks. There was no set plan of 


I action and no leaders Individuals were 
3eft to make their own decisions, though 
throughout the day messages were 
passed around letting people know 
where specific events were happening. 

We soon developed the enjoyable 
tactic of forming large groups of between 
one and two hundred people who would 
suddenly break away from the main 
f gathering and rush into the narrow 
streets shouting slogans and generally 
causing as much confusion as possible. 
The police adopted the counter-tactic of 
breaking the groups in half, then half 
again until the group was small enough 
to be immobilised, intimidated and, at 
the slightest show of resistance, arrested. 
Overall their tactics failed, they seemed 
incapable of keeping up with our 
unplanned movements; like all robots 
they become confused by flexibility. 

On several occasions the police 
seemed intent on creating a violent 
confrontation* but knowing that we 
didn't stand a chance against their highly 
trained form of State brutality we 
laughed, mocked and continued to lead 
them on our goose chase around the 
City. As the day wore on their numbers 
increased enormously and each rush 
into the streets was pursued by them on 
foot, horses and in vans. Meanwhile city 
workers peered from behind the smoked- 
glass windows of their offices, confused, 
bemused and bewildered. "12 3 4 we 
don't want your f-king war" ... them 




















and u$. 

We moved Tn various groups to the 
Guild Hall to let them know that we 
didn't care a toss about the Lady Mayor 
they were Inaugurating; she no more 
cares for the people than our Lady Prime 
Minister or our Lady Queen .., Several 
individuals climbed onto the roof as we 
cheered and jeered and sloganised. Then 
we moved to the courts to disrupt the 
first hearings on those arrested earlier in 
the day. Rich men administering rich 
men's law to maintain rich men's order, 
"123 4 we don't want your f—king law" 

. .. that's right... them and us. 

The Stock Exchange is a stinking 
temple to the God of Capital r a place 
where money makes money by making 
money. All profit is created from the 
sweat and blood of ordinary people like 
ourselves, yet what do we have to show 
for it? We returned there to prevent the 
day's takings from being shipped out, 
we were met by b rutal police resistance. 
At ah costs the great God must he 
protected. Once again the wealthy drew 
our blood and our sweat... "1 2 3 4 we 
won't be your fi-king poor". 

Out last meeting place was outside 
the police station, a suicide mission, but 
one that we felt important, we wanted 
to let compatriots who were being held 
inside knew that the day had heen a 
success. The police reacted swiftly to 
our demonstration and, greatly 
outnumbered, we were forced away 


from the area, pursued by them on foot, 
horses and in vans. Meanwhile the city 
workers had all gone home. 

Throughout the day much had 
happened that we had been unaware of 
... 40 people had been arrested for 
entering a bank to 'open accounts'; a 65 
foot letter of solidarity from supporters 
in Canada had been unveiled. Royal 
Exchange messengers had been 
prevented from operating; British 
Telecom workers had refused to work in 
the City; restaurants and cafes had been 
stink-bombed, fur shops had been 
attacked; people had spent the whole 
day jamming telephone lines to banks 
and offices; there had been lie-ins and 
sit-downs, street theatre and music and 
unumerable acts of individual subversion 
from lock glueing to flying anarchist 
banners from the various statues that 
decorate the City. 

'Stop the City' was a massive success, 
the best gig of the year, but the music 
press never reported it because it's the 
City that finances them and because, like 
EMI, who are one of the biggest arms 
manufacturers in this country, they 
would like everyone to think that punk is 
dead . ., there's no profit in protest. The 
daily papers kept quiet for different 
reasons. In their capacity as 
propagandists of State control they have 
almost certainly been told by the 
government not to report events like 
this; they're scared that 'copy cat' events 


will follow, but it makes no difference if 
they report it or not, because there will 
be more. 

'Stop the City' had no official support. 
CND sent out a circular to all Its branches 
saying that It was 'undesirable'. The 
various left-wing organisations 
completely ignored rt. Pacifist groups 
were afraid that ft would be too violent. 
Militant groups were afraid ft would not 
he violent enough. 'Stop the City' was a 
demonstration of individuals, by 
Individuals, for Individuals, ft was a 
protest against rigid systems, be they 
the government, the police or CND. We 
were there to demand a future, our own 
future. Forget the groups, the this side 
and the that side, the left and right, they 
all represent one form or another of 
control and oppression. We want to live 
our OWN lives and those who want 
otherwise know what they can do .,, 
*'1234 we'fl be back some day with 
more ." 

PS: Every individual who was in the City 
gn the 29th will have a different story to 
tell because every individual was making 
their OWN decisions. I can only see 
through my own eyes. A similar event is 
planned for March 29,19B4, be there and 
you'll be able to write your own story. 

There were over 2DEJ arrests made at 
the demonstration but already several 
bands have committed themselves to 
play benefits to pay off fines. We too can 
finance our battles I 


L 



















FANZINES 


DR S YN looks at 
the latest crop 
of fanzines 

ALTER NATIVE MAGAZINE 30p Quite 
what is so alternative we are not allowed 
Co know as this mag has interviews and 
poems/lyrics just like any other. There 
are reasonably long interviews with 
Kirkypoos of Spear Of Destiny and Andr 
Sex Gang as well as smaller pieces on 
The Vice Cubes. Dirt and Play Dead. 
From: 3d, Anderson Place, St. Ninians, 
Stirling, Scotland. 

A.P.B. No.1. Cl. A Canadian fanzine and 1 
therefore heavy on the old pockets but 
worth it if you wish to explore what is 
happening around the world. A good 
Dead Kennedys interview lays alongside 
a typical Exploited one and there's other 
snippets from Civil Terror, Youth Youth 
Youth and D.O.A. who are all highly 
quip-worthy. Much of the news will be 
pointless for UK readers but then the 
seme probably goes For many rnags. 

You pays your money and . ,. From: 

A.P B.. 3682 Durocher St., Montreal. 
Quebec, Canada. 

ARTIFICIAL LIFE No 5. 30p Jake 
maintains his policy of keeping his 
interviews pared down to an opening 
paragraph and then simple questions 
and answer format. Whilst this means 
we get a lot of the band's comments, we 
also lose a sense of unity with the mag 
or any feeling of personality. The 
interviews are pretty good in that the 
bands make an effort to speak as they 
know Jake is after something serious 
instead of obligatory but there is 
something missing. This issue brings us 
Sex Gang Children, Furyo (depressingIy 
short.1, Living Circus, Gene Loves Jezebel 
Idepressrngly tong), The Membranes 
JHagar I he Womb, Death Cult, Rubella 
Ba I let, Tito Vulva nsandJa rnes King 
Easily value for money One of the Best 
buys of the month. From: Jake, Basement 
Flat, 37a Hrlldrop Road, London N7 CUE. 

BANZAI No,4. 3Qp. And this one is clever, 
because issue 3 is here as well. As you 
reach half way you have to turn the mag 
upside down and start all over again. 

This raises the question of whether it 
costs 60p or whether you buy separately 
for30p. But who can say? Issue 3, 'A 
Summer Special For Bored People 
Everywhere', sadly leaves us even more 
bored than before, with only bits on 
Devoid and Ridicule filling the gaps 
between rather dreary drawings, so we 
turn to Issue 4 and Black Death, Lelu/Lus, 



Twisted Nerve and The Kind Deed 
snippets. Scarcely better I'm afraid. From: 
Dez, 3 Coambe View, Woodside Rd. r 
Chidding Fold, Nr, Godaiming, Surrey. 

BETWEEN THY HIPS No.1. 20p. This was 
to be the Kabuki band fanzine with ail 
manner of enticing material tucked 
amidst its nether regions but then the 
band changed their name to Ausganc 
and wilt likewise change the name of 
their magazine. For the merest of outlays 
(plus a s.a.e.) you get poems, thoughts 
and gig reviews by the band, a great 
cartoon story of the history of Kabuki 
(never has so much happened in so 
small a picture) and tons of photographs. 
Essential material for anyone who loves 
their sound. Grind humankind they 
demand but [just blush and creep away. 
From: Block 2, Flat 3, Pixhifl Walk, Castle 
Vale, Birmingham. 

Black And White No.2. 3Qp. Aha, a second 
issue every bit as strong as the first. The 
English Zine covering the American 
Scene' the cover states over a picture of 
baldie Ian of Mi nor Threat, so you know 
now where we are and what I'm talking 
about. Heaps of reading matter. 

Interviews with Kraut, Minor Threat, Bad 
Brains, Channel 3, Misfits and Youth 
Brigade, all pertinent American bands 
and a whole string of reviews. The man 
responsible begs us to cover more US 
bands as he only plans doing four issues 
at most 1 Peculiar attitude. Send him 40p 
and that will cover postage. From: Paul., 

15 Oxford Avenue, Wimbledon Chase, 
London SW2. 

GRIM HUMOUR, No.2. 30p. Another 
great issue from the lads in Herne Bay. 

The usual humourous stuff thrives in the 
drawings and clipped comments and 
there's The Destructors in there for no 
apparent reason. But there's also Killing 
Joke. The Virgin Prunes, The Headhunters 
and oh so much more. Should fanzines 
like this spread throughout the land we'll 
be laughing. In fact, when you consider 
bow many different mags there are in 
this issue's reviews section you'll be 
aware, I m sure, that things are looking 
up. F rom: 6 Heculver Drive, Beltinge, 

Herne Bay, Kent. 

HALITOSIS. No.1,20p. A snip For the 
money, the man says and he's almost 
right for a lot is packed in. Social Scum 
got an interview, despite their name, 
fanzine reviews galore, a review of an 
old Ultravox bootleg which is indeed 
worth getting {John Foxx period) and 
tales to remember from the past including 
their schoor punk who (gasp), wore a 
chain during break. Great stuff. From: 
Miartin, 10 Binfield Road/Wokingham, 
Berkshire, 


IMPACT No.1,25p. Send a s.a.e, with 
your money and the charmingly named 
Bogie will send you this. It looks pretty 
horrible hut it's got Inf a Riot, Minx, The 
Meteors, "Die Damned, The Ejacted and 
Erazorhead, so spikey tops don't 
complain. From: Bogie, We I ham Cottage, 
Del I so me Lane, Welham Green, Hatfield 
Herts. 

ISSUE, No.18. 25p. Now this is classic 
stuff. Sent to me by Jim of Look Back in 
Anger, it has no interviews, just endless 
sprawl like a strongly personalised diary 
with endless (literally) tales of debauchery 
along that road called searching for 
something, or in its place, anything. 
Billions of reviews. From: 83 Ben net 
Close, Basingstoke, Herts. 

Ka-Ka Komit. No,2. 2!>p(?) A humourous, 
punkier Viz, although not quite as sharp, 
but there's plenty of time. It's more 
unnerving than Viz in its real life scenarios 
at rimes and then equally funny when 
you get to the curry joke, That's worth 
the money alone for all the uncomfortable 
thoughts. From- 36 Brougham RtL, 
London ES. 

Kill Your Pet Puppy No,6 25p. Disorder 
fans will love this. 'A Quest Of Faith 
Through A World Of Illusion' screams 
the cover with its ogres and innocence 
and we just dribble at the thought of all 
those 'When did you form?' and 'What 
do you think of Qi?' questionnaires. Sadly, 
they never appear, for here is the mythical 
tale of a real world. The quest for spirit in 
a vaccuum where only the foolhardy 
enter and only the brave escape. The 
mind is a dismembered toilet brush but 
it's still quite clean here and everyone 
can follow the brisk arid entertaining tale, 
ft might even change your life. From: All 
The Madmen, 130 Talbot Rd., London 
W11. Send a s.a.e. 

MURDER BY FANZINE No 1.30p. This is 

one I'd love to see continue as there are 
distinct possibilities of something 
excellent materialising as the authors 
have a wide knowledge and respect for 
the past without missing out on the 
present. A healthy mixture. This issue 
features The Lurkers, Flux, D M.S. 
Newtown Neurotics, Major Accident, The 
Gurus, Xpozes, Blitzbricg, Resistance 77, 
Statement and Chelsea. From: Peter 
Ross, 71 Shilling hill, Alness, Ross-shire, 
Scotland, 

MY RULES. No 1.£1 . "Die one and only 
issue apparently, so if you're into 
Americana in a big way you'd better 
move fast. It's a photozine and it's high 
quality stuff, even if the majority of it 
appears to be real gonzos posing against 
graffiti ridden walls. Lots of Dead 
Kennedy stuff, some hideous Bad Brains 










shots, Reagan Youth, Descendants, Youth 
Brigade, Jody Foster's Army and oh so 
many more. From: P.Q. Sox 11337, 
Beverly Hills, California 90213, USA. 

RABID. No,4. 25p. Rather wasting its 
space. Rabid stpll manages to squeeze in 
the Upstarts, Chaos UK, The Varukers, 
One Way System and the loathesome 
Combat 64 but everything they do is a 
little too short, never developing into 
really interesting interviews. From; 13 
North wood, Borras, Wrexham, Clywd, 
North Wales. 

STABJL1 r Y INK No. 8, 2Qp. A classic in rny 
eyes, a veritable classic. One of those 
issues where you get views, reviews and 
chat interwoven with the writer's 
thoughts to such an extent that there's a 
ha Jo of hope and satisfaction wafting 
around it all. Imagination also runs riot. 
Stories and reviews lay on top of The 
Committee and the layout is strikinq A 
high spot. From: 64 Ferry Hall Rd., 
Orpington, Kent. 

STAGESTRUCK No.1 50p, Quake not at 
the price oh trembling oafs, for inside 
th i s zi n e yo u a I so g et another zirie emit led 
The Nasty Way To Wear A Coat.' I bought 
this bulky item at the Futyo qig and it 
saved the evening from absolute 
degredation. It's from Luton and covers 


those bands with vigour and 
determination, including old Furyo, 
Fractured Nerve, Passchendale, World 
Circus and a bit on Pulsebeat Records, 
The Nasty Way' gives a run down by 
way of a family tree and then goes quietly 
mental. From: 74 Black Swan Lane, 
Luton, 

THOSE ABOUT TO DIE (R.I.PJ No.1, 

FREE (With a s.a e.) Free eh? That'll have 
you rushing to the post box. Destructors, 
Vrce Squad. Uproar, All Over The Carpet, 
Devoid. No wonder it's free. From: Unit 
246, Herons wood Rd., Welwyn Garden 
City, Herts. 

TRIBAL ATROCmES. No.1. Cl. Cheeky! 
They spend a whole page knocking this 
magazine and then ask for a review! 

They also claim we're fat toe rags in 
suits. Listen pratheads, everyone here is 
involved with punk or its development at 
ground level, has been for bloody ages 
and most of us still do our own fanzines. 
There isn't a suit to be seen. OK? This 
magazine is trying to reverse the damage 
done to punk by the likes of Bushel I and 
similarly sman minded people who never 
understood what punk was about and 
what is meant to people, Anyway, this 
issue features snippets on a few English 
bands which you won't need and 
anarchistic views which include all the 


nght approaches but as it's expensive 
and there are so many similar mage over 
here, this wifi he of interest only to 
Australian/New Zealand readers. They 
implore their readers to write to Punk 
Lives and tell us to eat shit! Strange 
people but then par for the course. Stick 
to easy targets and miss the real ones eh 
boys? From: PO Box 360, Prahran 31B1 
Australia. 

WAKE UP, No.1, 25p. Neat and precise 
with features on The Underdogs, Mania, 
Xtract, The Newtown Neurotics, and a 
few gig/Yecord reviews. From: Dave T. 75 
Dunstan Rd., Golders Green, London. 

YOUTH ANTHEM. No.1. 3Qp, Last hut by 
no means least, an eminently readable 
issue from Ireland which features Beki 
Bondage, Captain Sensible end Attifa the 
Stockbroker, with tons of reviews and a 
refreshing variety of interests. An open 
minded attitude, which a few fanzines 
over here could truly do with. From: 45 
Bally keel Rd,, Moncyreagh, 

Newtown a rds, Co. Down" BT23 6 B N. 

DO YOU HAVE A FANZINE? 

Each month Punk Lives intends to take a 
look at the fanzines that come out 
regularly. If you wont a hit of publicity, 
send us a copy of your fanzine with the 
address from where it can be obtained 
and the price of it. 


SUBSCRIBE! 


To: Subscriptions Dept Punk lives. 266 Capworth Street 
Leyton. E10 7BG, 

Please send me a subscription to Punk Lives. 

Trek boxes to the amount you require 

UK 

U 6 issues of Punk Lives \ for the U K ) £E 

□ 12 issues of Punk Lives I for the UKi £12 

EUROPE 

; 6 issues of Punk. Lives (Europe! £9,50 

□ 12 issues of Punk Lives (Europe) £19 

OUTSIDE EUROPE/USA 

L. 6 issues of Punk Lives (Outside Europe/USA) £l5f$33] 

1.12 issues of Punk Lives (Outside Europe/ USA) £3CU$G6J 
I HndoiB a cheque/ money ftrdor/pos;al &rdet/caah routes only] forf 

Payable to Punk. Live*. Send the Dompteiod form wii h your remittance tc 

SebsoTlptlnrw. Department Punk Lhn-is, 2h6 CapworthSmwjt, Leyton. E10 7BG 

PLEASE FILL IN BLOCK CAPITALS 


NAME...___ 


TO TII» MAG 
THEY CAN’T GAG 


Why not subscribe to your 
favour its mug / its the best way to 
ensure you don t miss an issue of 
Punk Livesf Just check out the 
information on the loft and well 
get your copies of Punk Lives! 
dropping through you letter box as 
soon as possible and as regular as 
clockwork ,.. 


ADDRESS 























PAUL CASTLES has a pint 

S ERIOUS DRINKING ate one of the 
most original bands going at the 
moment. Their sim pic, down to 
earth lyrics are written with a Test Tube' 
sense of humour. The music is boisterous 
and fun, with more sing-a-long choruses 
than sardines in a tin! 

The band's exciting music stands out 
from the rest of the punk carnage, like a 
Spurs fan in the Month Bank. Politics are 
thrown out the broken window, and 
these five blokes get down to what life is 
realty about- Doing some Serious 
Drinking usually at a football match! 

Due to a variety of reasons this 
Interview was to be with just one of our 
five beer dunking heroes - bass player 
Jem. As things developed, I realised Jem 
was the exception in the band. For while 
he is a keen soccer fan and enjoys a 
laugh "as much as the next man", he 
also holds some strong political views, 
which don't really come across in the 
band's lyrics. 

“We often have arguments because I 
want something in a song and the rest 
of the band don't Some people say I'm 
too serious and not to worry about 
politics. They forget I wrote 'Bobby 
Moore' and 'Love On The Terraces'- You 
can't just hide away from society's 
problems." 

'Love On The Terraces' and 'Hangover' 
both did well in the Indie charts, but Jem 
felt that the BBC sessions were better. 
"They were fresher, had a better 
production." 

in fact, 'Love On The Terraces' was 
produced by Mark Bedford of Madness, 
"We were a bit overawed by him. In 
the end we weren't too happy with the 
production. The whole thing probably 
worked against us." 


with Serious Drinking's Jem 

The band consists of several ex¬ 
students. They achieved Tittle success 
academically, and Jem was thrown out 
lor'"hanging around Norwich." This fine 
city rs where the band come from, having 
attended the nearby University Of East 
Anglia. 

Jem used to mix in with the Norwich 
punks, and it came as a shock to many 
of them when they discovered the awful 
truth ... Yes, Jem was a student! Equally 
the majority of Jem's fellow students 
had to come to terms with it... Yes r 
Jem mixed with punks! Fortunately for 
Jem a few other students had similar ... 
uh .... tendencies. 

There was only one thing for it. Cast 
thy text book and quill aside and gather 
up thine microphone and guitars. The 
early days of the band saw them using a 
drum machine. A faulty one I The 
machine, without warning, would 
suddenly speed up so the band had to 
play and sing twice as fast to keep up! 

No such problems these days ... Lance 
now beats the skins. 

Jem is a long standing member of the 
Socialist Workers Party. He naturally 
gets upset at not being able to express 
his views through the band. Well, as this 
is his interview, here's his chance. You 
could ask why he doesn't join The 
Redskins it he's so political. 

Well he is a good friend of Chris Dean, 
the singer with The Redskin's. One tiling 
Jem failed to understain was Chris' 
praise of Paul Weller. 

"With The Jam you had a really 
successful group and all these Mods 
idolising Weller. Yet none of them learnt 
anything of what Weller said. If Weller 
wore a Lonsdale then so did they, they 
didn't grasp any of the meaning in his 
songs. In that respect Wdler failed. He 


had so much influence yet he couldn't 
get people to really understand what he 
was saying. 

If we just drop the 'Red' bit for a 
minute, we're left with 'Skins'. You get 
good and had skins, just like you get 
good and bad football teams. It just 
seems that 'the good' is always up North. 
"Skins «p North have got a lot more 
suss than London skins, They know the 
politics. You don't gel as much sieg 
fueling up North either. People up North 
are more prepared to enjoy themselves 
and not be so bothered about keeping 
up an image. Most of our best gigs have 
been in places like Manchester and 
Liverpool." 

Well the 'good' up North most 
certainly applies to the football teams. 
Liverpool, and of course the greatest of 
them all,, . Manchester United. My 
favourite team happens also to be Jem's, 
so we break off th e music theme to 
concentrate on United, exchanging fond 
memories of Wembley on Cup Final day. 

Even football hooliganism is worse in 
London. You don't get too much trouble 
at a Merseyside or Manchester derby 
match, but you go to Arsenal v Spurs or 
West Ham v Chelsea, well, it makes The 
Alamo look like kids play! 

Jem links up football and music 
violence with the emergence of the 
youth culture in the 50's and 60's with 
The Teddy Bears and Hells Fairies. Fair 
comment, and of course there is more 
teenage crime now than ever before. Old 
people may take the view that if they 
could behave in the age of tough working 
conditions and low incomes, then today's 
youth should be able to scrape by with 
their stereos, TV sets and videos. Well, 
not everyone is surrounded hy Japanese 
technology, and not many generations 
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could have suffered so harshly at the 
hands of a government, which is so 
obviously against the Working Class 
Youth, 

Other than Jem, there are members 
of the band appreciative of this decaying 
nation. Two of the Fads live in 
Whitechapel and Hackney, pFaces not 
marked as tourist spots in the visitors 
A-Z of London! 

Serious Drinking don't claim to be a 
punk band, far from it. "We are not a 
punk band," Jem stresses, J 'We can't 
claim to he punks or part of punk because 
of our backgrounds. Most of us were 
students and we can't claim to come 
from poor homes," 

tf Serious Drinking became serious 
and adopted the usual punk warcrys, 
would it work? "No. ft's a bit like people 
slagging oft Jimmy Pursey for singing 
about Ireland when he'd never been 
there. It would just look odd if we came 
out with the hard up background 
routine." 

The band, of course, can't help their 
background. Why should they? 

At least they saw the Fight before it 
was too late. They got out of 'their' 
lifestyle and into the sort that they felt 
drawn into ... music. In a way Ft is harder 
to become a punk, or get involved in 
that type of thing if you come from a 
middle class heme, where it is not 
expected. The derelict wastelands, and 
Coronation Street houses are the type of 
places punk are most likely to come 
from, 

Serious Drinking's lively goings on 
have attracted a variety of punters to get 
up from Crossroads and trail along to 
see them, "We've had skins, punks, 
middle aged people and students!" 

A lot of the band's gigs are on the 


university and college circuit. Doesn't 
Jem see a certain irony in returning to 
old hunting grounds? "Wed, we play 
those sort of places because that's where 
we're most likely to get paid! It's a hit 
funny seeing students and you think 
'Christ, I was like that a few years ago!' 
Eugen e starts ca lling 'em wankers. He 
doesn't realise he was just like them!" 

The band's 12 date August tour ended 
up a minor catastrophe due to poor 
organisation at the band's agency, as 
Jem explains. "We Only ended up playing 
Leeds, Southend and Brixton Ace. The 
last two Were on the same night. It was 
chaotic. We were travelling across 
London doing soundchecks at Southend, 
back to London for the Brixton Ace 
(supporting King Kurt} and then back for 
the Southend gig." 

Witnessing a Serious Drinking gig 
usually turns out to be a night with 
more laughs than a drunken hyena. Jem 
informs me that both Martin and Eugene 
"have five or six before they go on" to 
caJm their nerves, with the rest of the 
hand surviving on just one. Sounds fun? 
Listen to this then: "Because Martin and 
Eugene are a bit pissed and the rest of 
US aren't, we're sort of working on two 
levels. We're always arguing on stage. 
We don't have a play list and Sometimes 
we come on stage and start arguing 
over what song to play first, The crowd 
love it!" 

The 'Drinking' theme is evident in the 
title of the band's opening LP, The 
devolution Starts At Closing Time', 
Although it appears to he in the same 
lau gh >a-minute mo uld, Jem finds a 
deeper meaning in the LP's title. "It's 
about how people put their drink before 
a lot of more important things. They 
always say 'well in a minute' or Til jost 


have another one'." 

The association with a man's best 
poison has provoked some remarkable 
letters to their supporters club from 
their younger admirers. It appears 
they've been taking the drinking theme 
a little too seriously, as Jem .,. bu rp ... 
explains. "We've had kids write saying 
they have a bottle of cider every day 
before school. It's really worrying. I write 
back and tell them to ease off and that I 
drink water. None of us drink that much 
anyway, the name is only a bit of a joke. 
When we play down South we See this 
little leopard head at the front with a 
bottle of cider boasting about how he 
can outdrink us. It's quite funny. I don't 
know if he feels threatened by us?" 

The womw of Green ham daw their 
way into the conversation. Jem supports 
CND but can see little good coming from 
dandng in a circle and waving flowers, 
The government don't care about 
Greenham. Cruise will still come. Nothing 
was ever changed just by singing and 
dancing." To quote from The Redskins 
latest classic: 'We can talk of riots and 
petrol bombs and revolution all daylong 
But if we fail to organise, we'll waste 
our lives on protest songs.' 

Which leads me nicely to Top Of The 
Pops! Serious Drinking would do it if the 
opportunity came their way, and they 
certainly have the charisma to make the 
big time, 

Serious Drinking should not be 
dismissed as a bunch of beer drinking, 
ex-students, with no thought to society's 
problems. Things ARE Serious, and 
having a pint isn't going to make them 
any less so. 

However, you've got to look on the 
bright side of Fife! Same again please 
guv! 
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was even shown r rumours had hit the 
street that Chris had gone over the top' 
about his political views. The interesting 
fact here was that these rumours started 
before the first private showing. And 
just as one whisper can make or break a 
career on the floor of the Stock Exchange. 
Combat 84 s days were numbered. 

The hand subsequently lost a lucrative 
recording deal with Secret Records. As 
Chris says: "I was told that Martin Booker 
(then head of Secret) really wanted to 
sign us, but apparently he received 
several phone calls from irtfluencial 
people advising him not to sign us. He 
took notice of them, and we were out in 
the cold. - 

From here on the group were 
definitely the black sheep of the punk 
family. The 4-Skins gave the group their 
first real chance of gigging by putting 
them on their mini-82 tour. The London 
dub Skunx followed suit and gave 
Combat 84 their first 'proper' headline 
gig . -. which they packed out. From 
being just a Chris and John wind-up, the 
group suddenly found themselves one 
of the top skinhead bands in London, if 
not the whole country. 

When the TV programme was finally 
shown it wasn't as controversial as 
rumoured, but isn't that always the 
way? Chris did speak honestly about his 
right wing political views, but equal time 
was given to Deptford John's more 
moderate views, ft showed that the 
group, like most skinheads DO, have 
different views. Some are Nazis and 
some are not. The real sickening sight of 
the programme was the last 10 minutes, 
dominated by a fight at the group's gig 
at Benny's Bar in Harlow, It must have 
been just what the BBC were hoping for. 

"The BBC cameras didn't start the 
trouble, but once an incident had 
occurred they obviously didn't help," 
explained Deptford John. 


John Fisher replaced Brownie on 
drums, and the group recorded an EP, 
'Orders Of The Day’ for Victory Records. 
Which is now run by Deptford John 
himself. Surprisingly the record sold 
nearly 5000, reaching number 3 in the 
punk and number 11 in the indie charts. 
This was with most of the major weekly 
music papers refusing them editorial 
and advertising space. Like ft or not 
Combat 84 did becom e a cult band. The 
second EP, 'Rapist', released some three 
or four months ago, was dubbed as "red 
neck rock" jokingly by Deptford John. 
Musically the 'Rapist' EP is very strong 
and powerful. But rt contains the most 
pro-Thatcherist lyrics it has ever been 
my misfortune to hear, Although the 
song causing most of the fuss is 'Right 
To Choose ... We Want The Cruise' 
which is so anti’CMD it could, or must 
have been written by Reagan's White 
House backroom speech boys. 
Personally, I found it so over the top, I 
don't believe anyone could take it 
seriously. 

In September the band went in to 
record their debut album 'Send In The 
Marines' and whilst recording the LP the 
group decided to call it a day Mainly due 
to John and Jim wanting to get away 
from Combat 84's right wing image. 
Apparently the two have a new band 
lined up, but won't be releasing anything 
until next year, as they've been a bit 
busy of late readying for the UK Subs. 
Chris, on the other hand, reckons he 
may still carry on the group. To many 
Chris is a self-confessed Nazi and that is 
that. To some people he was just too 
plain honest, unlike others who have 
covered gp their right wing pasts and 
political views and gone on to achieve 
commercial success. 

I wonder which is worse, the d evil 
you know or the devil you don't? BEN 
FLEET 


COMBAT84; is this the end? 


COMBA T 84 have been refused editorial 
and advertising space in most of the 
major rock weeklies Punk Lives feels 
that in the principles of freedom of 
speech and, like the 'Stop The City ' article 
earlier in the magazine, die story of 
Combat 84 should be totd even though 
we might not agree with it. 


C OMBAT 84 were formed in early 
1981 by vocalist Chubby Chris, 
guitarist Jim, and bassist and 
men around town Deptford John. At 
first the group were never really taken 
seriously. Most people thought it was 
just a 'wind-up' invented by Chris and 
John to entertain people. This 
dramatically changed overnight when 
their Erst demo tape turned up. It was 
well received by several street 
journalists, and was likened to a more 
powerful (musically of course) and faster 
Sham 63. 

It was between here and the group's 
first EP 'Orders Of The Day', that the 
group became one of the most notorious 
bands around. The two major reasons 
for this notoriety were, one: Chris's 
political past and behaviour. Rightly or 
wrongly he was cited as a ringleader of a 
group of right-wing skinheads who were 
going around smashing up gigs. At every 
gig there was any trouble he was blamed. 
Chris definitely is/was no angel and 
admits to several incidents, but 
somehow he became the whipping boy 
for everyone else who caused trouble at 
gigs, and thus Combat 84 were 'trouble'. 

The second major reason, was the 
group's appearance in the BBC2 
programme 'Forty Minutes'. The BBC 
had approached several other bands 
who either declined or were not 
controversial enough for the 
programme's projected shock horror 
ploy. However, one meeting with 
Combat 84 and the producer knew he 
had exactly what he wanted to make an 
interesting programme, which was to be 
at the band's expense. 

Somehow, before the programme 
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TONY PUPPY PLAYS WITH SEX GANG CHILDRE 


S 


PRELUDE 

EX GANG children, now there's a 
name to start the arguments 
ricocheting around the room. 
Bands with music as strong and 
uncompromising as theirs, matched 
with equal!/ adament ideas and 
distinctive dress, leave no room for 
sitting on the fence love 'em or loathe 
'em they'll always he there grinning, 
sneering from the shadows of your 
intelligence. 

CONCEPTION 

ONE AND a half years ago they could be 
seen playing to a small but committed 
1 coterie, both band and audience dressed 
| ■<> S&M leather, wild make-up and lots of 
bones - then they were known to the 
few as Panic Button, an ambiguous 
description that pm-pointed their lack of 
cohesive direction. 

They played and we went because 
there was really little else to do. Theatre 
of Hate were on a major-venue tour and 
word was filtering back about a band 
supporting them from Bradford who 
used red Indian style rhythms and would 
be playing London soon. 

Little did anyone realise the 
consequences. Panic Button had re- 
emerged from the theatrical costumiers 
as cannibalistic skeletons living in the 
abyss and taken up the more dramatic 
title of Sex Gang Children. A Fittle 
footnote in history should be given to 
the Boy George who had this in his 
notebook when he was trying to decide 
on a name for the hand he was about to 
form - whatever happened to the group 
name he eventually chose. Culture Club, 
we'll never wish to know. 

The ZJg Zag dub, a two day 
netherworld 'event'. First day UK Decay 
headlining, second Wasted Youth. 
Supporting on consecutive nights; - Sex 
Gang Children and Southern Death Cult. 
From the fee! of the reservations to the 
reeling book of revelations a great beast 
arose into the twilight air dressed in a 
j fringed suede-jacket and a movement 
was consolidated 

The rest is now sung as legend, the 
spirits that were lifted, the Welsh ice-rink 
Futuramas which were laid to wastrels, 
the fat businessmen who turned 
jubilation into price-tags and the graves 
that were spat upon. Love was then the 
law but not ad could cross the abyss and 
now I sit in a Brixton flat with three of 
the survivors, 

BIRTH 

TERRY MACLEY, Scottish guitarist sits 
sprawled on the floor dressed in black. 
Dave Roberts has returned from his 
South African hometown of Narobi, his 
bass-playing hands support him well as 
he too leans back, on the floor, dressed in 
black. The owner of the flat sits in his 
chair, Audi won't use his Second name 
as he never knew his father and has 
lived in Brixton as long as he cares to 
remember. He too is dressed in black. 

The fourth and newest member of Sex 
Gang Children is not present, he is 
practising with Death Cult before he 
helps out with their new single. He used 
to be in Theatre of Hate, along with 


Dearth Cult guitarist Billy, and turns up 
later clutching a cassette of the rough 
backing tape for the single. He is dressed 
in grey. 

Before we start the interview a tape 
of the new single is brought out to 
perform and impress, The two songs are 
called 'Maurftia Mayer' and 'Childrens 
Prayer' and sound like the best they've 
done yet, adventurous yet still retaining 
that distinctive SGC sound. But then 
that's the way these things always sound 
just before an interview, and we 
mumbled our appreciation of the Death 
Cult backing tape later on with equal 
enthusiasm. 

On with the tape and so, what is the 
single all about? 

Andi:: Maurftia Mayer is a satirical 
account of a man who can't handle his 
having homosexual tendencies. Sort of a 
humorous hut sympathetic look into 
transvestism. The name has two 
appeals; a feminine name that sounds 
very butch and masculine 
PL: It's again much got that continental 
sound that you often use ,, . 

Andi: I think a lot of English words are 
very boring, that sort of name is very 
colourful, a splash of colourful phrasing, 
why not? 

PL: Why not indeed? 

Andi: About someone coming to terms 
with their own sexuality, 

PL: Have you come to terms with your 
own? 

Andi: (pause) ft's not a case of stripping 
Oneself down, you don't have to look 
too far into yourself to come across 
difficulties. You can come across certain 
situations when you think you know 
what you are, strart-Jaced or gay or 
whatever, and find out you don't. 

LOVE 

PL: Have you ever fallen in Jove? 

Andi: Yes, I've been in love, h's a very 
strong emotion - a result of a Jot of 
other inbuilt emotions that the person 
hasn't been able to handle. 

Terry: Usually it's just lust under another 
name - I've knocked love on the head for 
a while anyway, 

Dave: (laughing) He got bitten, once 
bitten twice shy, 

Terry: J got led up a blind alley 

PL: So there'll be a harder edged guitar 

Sound now? 

Terry That's what "rt is. 

Andi: Love can have powerfu I 
consequences because people 
incorporate a lot of other things, like 
satiating their egos, into it. 

Dave: The problem with love is you lose 
a part of yourself ... 

PL: I thought that's what's supposed to 
happen, surely that's the whole 
concept? 

Dave, Oh? Well now I know why I missed 
out on it. I don't know, I can't live with 
another person long enough. 

Terry: The only way you can say you 
love somebody is if you last 25 years 
with them or it's just a form of 
selfishness. 

Andi: There are many types of love, the 
most selfish one is your love for ambition, 
be it in music or whatever. You have to 
be selfish in order to achieve it, other 


people must suffer. To be creative you 
must have an environment that's 
separate from other people, of feeding 
off other people - then giving it back in 
the music. 

AMBITION 

Ferry; Being in a band changes your 
opinion on that quite a lot, you've cut 
yourself off - like Andi said - and you're 
under pressure quite a lot- ft gives you a 
chance to either handle your personality 
Or crack. 

Terry: I know where I'm going and I 
trust f r m going to be happy one day. At 
the moment I've just got to concentrate 
on myself and the band, and everything 
else has got to take a back seat. 

Arrdi, You can run off with a girl to 
another country, or run a way to another 
country because you're madly in love, 
but still have that ambition to create - 
paint or whatever. It's a different kind of 
love. 

Terry: You can love anything, I love 
drink .,. 

FOLLOWINGS 

Andi: Okay, the first audience that took 
us was the cult audience, because they're 
the most suss to everything that's 
happening. We were accessible to them 
because they came to the only places 
we could play then, the Golf Club and 
Clarendon. The ones who only listen to 
day-time radio and buy Smash Hits , 
were never exposed to them because 
that level of media would not allow us 
to exist in their space. But some of that 
audience have reached out and 
discovered the band, they turn up to 
gigs. They're obviously bored with 
what's going on and want an 
alternative. 

PL: With your music you can't package it 
like a Kajagoogoo or Alarm, the way 
they sell things on the radio, ft's more 
than that, it's the whole live experience. 
The attitude. 

Terry. You can take that feeling of 
excitement and transform it into any 
media you want, if you know how, 

SEARCHING 

PL: Do you exist as people anymore 
outside the band? Du you live full lives? 
Terry: If there's a decision between, say 
a personal relationship and the future of 
the band, then there's no contest. We're 
in the J^and to make f - - king great music. 

DEATH, OR FUTURE 
RECORDING COMMITMENTS 

DAVE IS re-recording his Car Crash band 
track from The Whip (and what was that 
about bad surrealist novels?), and 
perhaps two other tracks with Nigel. 

Terry is producing Borrowed Tongues 
as mentioned before. 

Nigel is drumming on Death Cult's 
single, as mentioned before. 

Andi is trying to get 'Hungry Years' 
re mixed and re-released from off the 
Whip albu m, his track with JVIarc Ai mond. 
Also he is producing Sunglasses After 
Dark's first EP. 

The 'Song & Legend' album has just 
been released in Japan with a free T-shirt 
included in the purchase price. 

They are just about to scoot off to 
America and me? I'm off to bed. 





























































GENUINE PUNKFTTS only male punk 
into most things - try anything for a 
laugh, love gigs, want companion^) to 
meet'Write. Will travel, send photo. Burl, 
37 Mortimer Hill, Tring, Herts. HP23 5JB. 


SKi'Ev/-: 


N 


TWO PUNX, aged IS, would like to write 
meet with punks and punkettes. Our favo 
groups are Damned, DK, SLF, GBH 
Upstarts, Defects, ANWL etc. Dislikes 
fascists, posers, war and nuclear bombs 
and people who slag other groups off. 
Like going to gigs, getting drunk, making 
homebrew and having a laugh. We've 
both been into punk about four years 
and always will be. Zeb and Spaff, 23 
Silversides Lane, Sea why Brook, Briqq 
S.Humbs, DN20 9LH 



male or female into punk as an attitude 
and not as a uniform, I like Dead 
Kennedys, Sox Pistols, Crass, Conflict 
and many others. I'm also against 
violence, politics, religion, raseism, 
royalty. sexism, war etc. I have been into 
punk since '77, If you are interested please 
write Martin Smyth, 45 Bally keel Road, 
Moneyreagh, Newtown arris, Co. Down, 
BT23 GBN, Northern Ireland, 


/an ancJ Simon 


Send picture. Brian Donnelley, 133 King 
Street, Hikurang, Northland, New 
Zealand. 


01 01. (wo skinheads would like to hoar 
from skinetles in England or anywhere in 
the UK. Likes - Dead Mans Shadow, 

Blitz, 4-Skins, Exploited, The Business, 
Red Alert end The Last Resort, also like 
having a laugh and going to gigs. Dislikes 
- Nazi's, boredom and being skint. Must 
be 14-16 years old. Ian and Simon, 24 
Willowbrook Road, Staines, Middlesex 
TW19 7AB 


NEW ZEALAND Punk, Brian, aged 15 
male. I' m into No Tag Oi Qi Oi 1NZ1, Blitz, 
GBH, Vice Squad, Abrasive Wheels, 

S i oux ire. Inf a fti oi, Peter And Th e T cst 
Tube Babies and heeps more punk 
groups Like to hear from 14, 15,16 year- 
old punks (male or female) in Britain. 



PETERLEE 

MUSICIANS 

COLLECTIVE 


dist: pinnacle 


AMERICAN PUNK 116) would like to 
correspond with British punkettes and 
punks, ages 14-18. Dislikes - mods and 
drug addicts. Favourite bards are 
Channel Three, Minor Threat, GBH, Black 
Flag, 4-Ski ns. Damned and all thrash 
bands. Send picture if possible. Steve 
Hamilton, 10023 Lome Street, Canoga 
Park, California. 31306, United States 


MALE, IN LQ Killing Joke, Anti Pasti, 
Cure, Bauhaus, Joy Division. Seeks 
female with similar interests to write, 
possible meet Age unimportant. Jeff 
Davies, 11 The Broadway, Maidenhead 
Berkshire SL6 1NT 


A MALE, aged 16 would like punkettes 
from England, USA and Australia to 
write. If in Australia I would like them to 
he somewhere in the metropolitan area, 
so we can meet, I like bands like Exploited, 
Partisans, Test Tube Babies and GBH. 
Please send a photo and I'll send one 
back. John Ellison, 302 Falcon Street, 
Neutral Bay, Sydney, Australia, 20S9. 


16 YEAR old punk into Exploited, GBH, 
Discharge, Dead Kennedys, Partisans etc. 
Wants a punkette to write and meet. I 
also run a fanzine and one day hope to 
be in a band Exploited style. Someone 
please write. Bazzy, 33 Ronaldshay, 
Widnes, Cheshire, WAR OYR. 


BORED 17 year old punk into Discharge, 
Conflict, Destructors, Flux. Wants to 
write or meet punkettes anywhere for 
gigs etc. -,. Send photo if possible. Gay, 
South Cottage, South Woodchester 
Stroud. Glos, GL5 5EL. 


’ AM a 25 year old punk and I'm into The 
Clash, Rots and Siouxsie. I r d like to hear 
from any punkettes between the age of 
14 and 20, enclosing a photo. Raul 
Vincent, 109 Salisbury Drive, Brllerrcay, 
Essex. 


I AM 18 and would like to write meet any 


JENIFER SARAEI Marsh of Crofton Nr. 
Wakefield, me and Liddle send our 
humble apologies for forgetting your 
birthday. May we fester in acne and be 
cut off from our supply of beefburgers, 
onions and ale for many a day. Bracknell 
Bola Boot Boys (CFG Skins). 


I AM 16 years old and mad on the Birthday 
Party (even tho' they've split up] Also like 
Meteors. Would like to meet'write to girls 
between 15-16, also Birthday Party 
fanatics. Photo if possible. Pete, 57 Lune 
Gr., Blackpool, Lancs. 


13 YEAR OLD 'erbert wants to write,''meet 
good looking 13 year old skinette living 
in or near Devon. I like GBH, Exploited, 
Abrasive Wheels, Expelled, Infa Riot, 
Business, Test Tube Babies etc. Please 
send photos if possible. Andrew Harris, 
Ashlea, Ashill, Bishopsteignton, 
Teignmouth, Devon, T014 9PY. 


LONELY SKINETTE wants company for 
gigs m the London area, Quite good 
looking end into Test Tubes, One Way 
System, Combat 84, Skrewd river and 
most bands. So come on all you skins 
and punks don't miss this great 
opportunity get writing. Wendy 
Woolgrove, 37 Dover Road, Edmonton, 
London, N9. 


ELLO! MY name's Mart and I'm 
unemployed and bored. I'm into having 
a good time and going to gigs. I am also 
forming a bad for gigs demo to be done 
in November. I'm into Damned, 
Discharge, Crass, Lords Of The New 
Church, dead and living things and 
graveyards. Mart, 98 Ellis Avenue, 
Stevenage, Herts. SGI 3SG. 


I DNELY PUNKETTE, 16, wants to write 
to punks 18 - anywhere. Into Crass, and 
most of the early punk, especially Pistols 
Can't stand Bucks Fizz, Dooleys, Nolans 
etc. Photo please. Mandy, 31 Upper 
Longlands, DawEish, Devon. 











































































URGEN’ILY REQUInEDT! ? Penpal in Los 
Angeles, USA. Must bo 17 + and into 
Pistols, Clash, Ramones, DK, GBH plus 
anarchy REPEATURGENT!!! Write 
giving phone number in reply and the 
necessary info. Kev, 135 Raffles Avenue. 
Carlisle, Cumbria, CA2 7EQ. 


HELLO, I'M Sally, a very lonely (sob, 
sob), IS year old punkette, who's into 
Siouxsie, Vice Squad, X-ray Spex, 
Damned, Special Duties, Pistols, Upstarts, 
Exploited, Blitz, I could go on forever 1 1 
want other lonely punks and skins from 
far and near to write to me. Salfy, 44 
Wood ha 11 Road, Chelmsford , Essex, 


17 YEAR old American wants to write to 
anyone, anywhere, into Special Doties, 
ANWL, Ejected, Chaotic Dischord. 
Exploited, Instant Agony, The Enemy, 
GBH and many more. I'm in a hand called 
Filth and I hate almost everything, 
especially peace and anarchy (CrassI. So 
get writing. Pictures if possible. Sam 
Hamit, 4411 £.4th Street, Long Beach, 
CAL 90814, USA, 


TWO EXCI NG skins, not bored, agod 16 
I both) wouTd like to hear from skinettes 
or punkettes who arc into Blit/, Sub 
Humans, Abrasive Wheels., Last Resort 
or almost anything. For writing to or 
meeting Photo if possible. Brad Sr Tony, 
The Ash, 122 Mottram Road, Hyde, 
Cheshire. 

I AM a female her be it called Jill. \ am 
into 4-Skins, The Ad lets. The Gonads, 
Blit?, Newton Neurotics and The Business 
and I am looking for some sexy skins and 
punks to write to me 'cos I am very lonely 
Aged between 14-16 or older. Jill Ewan, 
10 Cadham Court, Carfham, Glenrothes, 
Fifes, KY7 6PH. Scotland 


I'M A 14 year old punkette hoping to get 
pu nk pe n pals 14-1-9.1 h ate m ostly 
everything except Sid Vicious, The Sex 
Pistols and Exploited. Photos if possible. 

Boy Lynn, 13S9 N. Van Dorn St., 
Alexandria, VA 22304. 


17 YEAR old punk wants to write/meet 
punks, punkettes, skins, skinettes but 
definitely not mods. Doesn't matter what 
age. anywhere in the world or Bristol 
especially, Likes - GBH, Discharge, Sub 
Humans. Chaotic Distilord. Chaos UK. 
Likes meeting people, fnot boring ones) 
and going to gigs. I hate glue sniffing, 
Maggie, vivisection, Andrew Drake, 27 
Wood side AVenue, Kingswood, Bristol. 


I'D LIKE penpals from anywhere in the 
world who like all punk music. I like most 
punk music, but my favourites are 
Buzzcocks and Dead Kennedys. Donna 
Wright, 4/77 Marian Street, Ml. Isa. 4825, 
Queensland, Australia. 


I'M A punk looking fora punkette who is 
into GBH, Crass, Exploited, GBH and 
Discharge. I am 14 and would like a photo 
if possible. So come on you punkettes, 


FREE! 

Do you wan t to write or moot follow 
pvriks? In the next issue of Punk Lives 
we'll devote a section just for you. And 
it 'i Fft£E. Send your name, address and 
the type of person and music you'd like to 
match up with to Punk Live £ PENPA LS, 
266 Cap worth Sheet Ley top 610 7BG 
and we 7 /print es many as we con. 


get pen to paper. 13 Mendip Avenue, 
Chester-Le-Street, Co. Durham. 


SKINHEAD (20| well into Erazerhead, 
Combat 84, Skrowdriver, ANWL, 
Splodge, Vicious Rumours and most 
punk and skin bands. Wants penpals 
who have got the same taste. Jan Seeby, 
4 Bakers Road, Cheshunt, Herts, 


f AM a 16 year old punk. Likes-Discharge, 
ExfTjlotted, GBH, DK, FTTR, Partisans and 
more. Would like to write and moot any 
nice punkettes around my own age and 
into the same kind of music. Photos if 
possible. Mat, 27 Priestnall Road, Heaton 
Mersey, Stockport, Cheshire. 5K4 3HR. 


MALE PUNK, 19, into Killing Joke, 
Vibrators, Bauhaus. Wants to meet write 
female punkette age 17-19 who fives in 
Manchester or Stockport. Photo if 
possible Steve Preece, 16 Hoi-wood 
Crescent, Withington, Manchester 20 
9RG. 


ANY PUNX who can play bass and drums, 
it doesn't matter how amateurishly, 
contact me. Your sox and appearance; 
are completely unimportant but you 
should live in the East-Lanes area and be 
aged around 16 {this isn't essential k 
Anyone can write, no matter how ugly, 
incompetent arid bonng they are. Take a 
chance. PPB, 14 Worth Avenue, Darwen, 
Lancs. 


TWO 15 year oid female Qisters would 
like to hear from skins or punx into Peter 
And The Test Tube Babies, 1-Skins, Action 
Pact, UK Subs, ANWL and roost Oi bands. 
We've only just discovered punk and 
want to find Out some morel Fics if 
possible Julie and Louise, Andorra, 
Juniper Lane, Wooburn Green, High 
Wycombe, Bucks. 


YOUNG PUNK, 14, wishes to bear from 
similar, preferably female, into Sex 
Pistols, Splodge, PTTB, Vice Squad and 
Custard. Jon, 15 Milton Road, Horsham, 
W. Sussex. 


PUNK (15) into mostly hardcore punk 
bands Discharge, GBH, Varukers, also 
Action Pact and American bands DK's, 
Black Flag, DO A. Willing to exchange 
records, tapes etc, and info on bands. No 
photos necessary, age doesn't matter 
and letter witl be answered. Punk and 
punkettes. Aidan, 86 Dundalk Road, 
Crossmag I en, N. Ireland. BT35 9BW. 


HELLO, MY name is Sharon O'Hara. 1 am 
15 years old and I like Siouxsie, Sex 
Gang Children SLF, ANWL etc. 1 am 
interested in writing to a male punk about 
15-16. Sharon O'Hara, 16 Harvey Lane, 
The Oaks, Norwich, Thorpe, Norfolk. 


HI, I'M a 16 year old punkette and I'd like 
to write to punks and punkettes from all 
over the world. My fave bands are Vice 
Squad, Siouxsie, X Ray Spex, Rubella 
Ballot and Dead Kennedys. Interested 


Antigone, 602 Connor In, Woodland, CA, 
95695, USA, 


I'M AN 16 year old punk who would like 
to write to punkettes into Subs, Kennedys, 
GBH, ANWL and more. So scribble away 
and send pic to. Stevie, 44 Martin Road, 
Howdon, Wallsend, Tyne/Wear, 
Newcastle. 


NON PUNK, male, 16, likes 4-Skins, Peier 
And The Test Tube Babies, Blitz, SLF, 
Adicts and most other bands. Wonts 
punkettes arid non punk females to write 
and meet, Photo if possible. David Lowne, 
16 Glenacre Crescent, Uddingston, 
Glasgow, G71 6EJ. 


TO 

ADVERTISE 
IN PUNK 
LIVES 
PHONE 
MAVIS 
01 556 6373 



OFFICIAL T-SHIRT 
SALE 

BEKI "HUMANE" 

2 *“3 Q INcPsiP 
VICE SQUAD TOUR 

-- £2-00 me P&P 

STATE SIZE S/M/L 

from 

"HEARTBEAT" 

14c LANSDOWN PLACE. 
CLIFTON, BRISTOL 8 



Send a picture and we'll use that as well! 
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I ARRIVE gt Bayswater tube station 
early enough for a pro-interview pint. 
Refreshed and ready to go r I step 
outside. The expressionless faces do 
1 ittle to conj ure u p the u ghts of th e 
Netting Hill Carnival, even though it 
took place a mere day or two ago just tip 
the road. 

' My thou 


pretty daft stuff, and that's the hand's 
Opinion, not just mine! It was recorded 
in a rush with Rob saying that "No Future 
didn't give a shit/' The sadly, all! too 


PAUL CASTLES thinks the 
Partisans are odds on 
favourites 


familiar story, but No Future aren't ou| 
,of Rob's clasp^yet. "Everyone thinks .lA 
Future's a good label because It has a At 
jjetiPunit bands on it, but it isn't. It s a I 
yjb of |hit." Rob foflowed that up wil 
He f Jj rl y u nco m p I i m entary th i n gs I 
Hit Aris Berry, To be fair to No Future 
ffffljghlthey did give the band a break' 
iii the first place. 

On with the music . . . The Partisans 
new single is going to be slower, a good 
sign because the best tracks on the LP 
were the slower numbers; '17 Years Of 
Heir, 'Partisans', 'I Never Needed You'. 
The new single is to he on 'Cloak and 
Dagger', giving them more freedom over 
things like artwork. 

The Partisans' age {they're still only 
19) obviously proved a hindrance at first. 
Short of cash, they could barely afford to 
hire a van to get them to and from gigs. 
Even when they'd raised the money, 
they sometimes had hassles in trying to 
get a driver, They've still not done a 
major tour, and have only done a total of 
about 15 gigs. 


interrupted by a i 
young chap Hflbexy's hat. I fail to 
r^gm 9 ? hiim^e tells me he is Andy ' 
fex-Lealand) tfle guitarist with the 
recently reformed Welsh band. The 
Partisans, J accept this as gospel, and we 
head off in the direction of his bedsit. 
This he shares with Rob {ex-Spike) the 
Partisans' singer. 

Having gathered up 50 per cent of the 
band, we set off into the wilderness (OK, 
the High Street! I in search of the others. 
Drummer Shark is found easily enough, 
but the fourth member Is far away. Or to 
be more accurate, further down the 
Circle Line, 

The band come from a small village in 
Wales. Originally bassist Louise left 
because of pe rso n a I ity c lash es. Gotti n g 
nowhere fast in Wales, Andy upped and 
left, closely followed by Rob and Shark. 
Rob told of how, after their early 
'Success', they became the victims of 
some jealous people. "Everyone thought 
we were pop stars or something. " It's an 
all too common story that when a band 
does alright their 'friends' don't stay 
'friends' for very long. So the band, drawn 
by the bright lights of Bayswater, came 
to their new resting place. They've been 
in London now for about four months, 
but Rob still speaks fondly of their old 
home. "We'll probably stay in London 
now, Wales is crap! " 

On arrival in London, their first task 
was to recruit a new bass player. Having 
auditioned a few people, they found 
Dave working in a Kings Road shop. Not 
a punk one, but a trendy one! The whole 
band were concerned and a touch 
embarrassed by this, Rob stating that 
"He sometimes wears baggy trousers, 
He's not even a Punk, but he is a good 
bass player," Fine by me? 

So down the Kings Road wo went, 
collecting Dave en-route and all making 
a dive for the nearest pub. 

A brief history for non-Partisan people. 
Influenced by The Clash and later the 
Subs, The Partisans were the second to 
come out of Chris Berry's No Future 
camp. The explosive 'Police Story' single 
was equalled by their follow up, '17 
Years Of Hell'. The early material was in 
the typical Punk format, but considering 
the band's tender years, the two singles 
showed great potential. However, their 
LP was a bit of a disappointment. There 
was nowt drastically wrong, but it was 
JUST another Punk LP 

The Partisans weren't over impressed 
with it themselves. The four lurking 
faces in the 'phone box on the cover was 









Doing relatively few gigs I ashed Roto 
how much of their time The Partisans 
took up? "Not much really. Most of the 
time we're just in the pub drinking! This 
week has been about our busiest ever," 
Well, It's nice to see these pop stars 
work hard for their money! 

It r s good to see a hand with a fresh 
approach, no doubt helped by their 
youth, free from boring, restricting 
values, Andy takes it up, "We want to 
pi Ay to anyone, not just Crass Punks or 
Of Punks. We want to break down those 
'bifrlers and play to an audience from 
rijbht adrosJttfl board. We'd be happy to 
dp a gig with the S£x Gang Children but 
| po n r t th i nk t hey'd ■ want to d o o n e with 
t|s. All we really want to do is break 
down the harriers and break down 
elitism. We just want everyone to get 
on. All this slagging each other off is 
crap.” 1 Fair comment, don't you think? 

The Partisans were trying hard not to 
fall into the standard Punk interview 
routine, of 'we hate Thatcher' and so on. 
They tried in vain, because Shark could 
not resist a debate on Anarchy. "I'm an 
anarchist. Maybe not in the way some 
people see anarchy, but as far as I'm 
concerned I'm an anarchist. I do what I 
want to do." Andy points out that "You 
get all these punks saying they're 
anarchists, yet they're all claiming the 
dole." Rob dismisses the whole thing: 
"Real anarchy just wouldn't work." 

Shark, getting increasingly irritated, 
strikes back. "It would. All you need is 
about 30 people to live together, with 
everyone doing their own bit. It r s a bit 
like Crass have done." Rob: "ft wouldn't 
work. You'll always get people who 
won't do their share." Andy. 'Why don't 
you buy a tent and go and live in a field 
then, ff you're an anarchist?" 

The mood remained semi-anarchic, 
Not the fields anarchy, more the street 
sort! Shark was slowly gathering himself 
for another attack, "it's like how you 
hardly ever get any Punk hands on TV. 
You're denied your rights. You see, Punk 
is still a threat." Shark then contradicted 
himself slightly by saying he wouldn't 
do Top Qf The Pops even if they got the 
chancel "I just couldn't sit their miming 
with my drumsticks. I'd rather make a 
video." 

It's not just the music that has 
changed. The Partisans no longer parade 
in their studded jackets and bondage 
trousers, preferring a more sombre 
approach. The music is improving, and 
so are the lyrics, They still run down the 
old fa vs, but use a more subtle approach, 
rather than just stating the obvious. 

The ’new’ Partisans is giving the lads 
a few worries. How will the old audiences 
react to the new songs? Will they accuse 
us of selling out? As Andy said: "It would 
have been easy for us to keep doing the 
old stuff like 'Police Story', just making 
enough money to keep us going for 
another five years or so. This is a bit of a 
gamble and if they don't like us it's hard 
luck." 

Well if it's a gamble that you want, 
then I'd say that the odds are stacked 
favourably with The Partisans! 


PARTISANS: where's the baggy 
trousers? 
















Karen with Jock from GBH 


I AM writing to compliment your 
wonderful magazine I've got issues 7 
and 8 and they ore both excellent. The 
articles and inteviews are well done and 
very interesting, as are the album/single 
reviews. The photos are outstanding and 
much appreciated as there aren't many 
punks in the American midwest. 

I try to read as much music press as 
possible and find yours the most 
informative by far AM NME and MM do 
is slag bands off and tell you what to 
think about them. Sounds isn't too bad 
sometimes. 

One of your most enjoyable articles 
was the feature on GBH!. They gave a 


show hear a few months ago and it was 
one of the best I've seen all year. They 
are very sincere performers who care 
about their fans. I had the good fortune 
to actually meet them and have enclosed 
a picture of myself and the guitarist Jock. 

The punk scene is pretty small 1 here. 
We get very few British acts. I am a DJ 
on a college radio station so I do a punk' 
hardcore show. College radio is the only 
place where you can hear punk on the 
airwaves. I would be more than happy to 
play any singles, albums or tapes any 
band would care to send me. I would be 
very pleased to receive mail frurn punks 
all over the world and if you take the 
time to write. I'll take the time to answer. 
Remember ■ Punk is an attitude. Karen 
Del Paggio, 6516 West Ridgewood Dr. 
Parma, Ohio 44129, USA. 


HELP!! DRUMMER badly wanted for our 
punk group. Vendetta, regardless of age, 
sex, colour or warts. We provide the kit - 
you provide the noise. Don't be shy] 

Steve Pascoe, S Hawkins Road, 
Newquay, Cornwall. 

1 HAVE noticed how much injustice the 
Clash have received over the last few 
years. Sellout is not a term I would use 
without cause arid now i am wondering 


■Sfl/ia ycrur rtbuser, 

mvivws. n&wS etettr: 
Gntfiti, Punk i ivos, 266 r 
Cap worth Stf&6t r L nyten 
t TO 7BG. 

what causes so called Punks to thrust 
this degradation on the Clash, Have they 
riot earned what money they have and 
have they not remained faithful I by 
keeping their promise of not doing Top 
Of The Pops unless it could have been 
done LIVE? 

If at some point in your lives you 
would have had to feed on flour and 
water as the Clash have, wouldn't money 
be pleasant to buy some decent grub. 
Don't you think they've earned it? If 
you've seen the Clash live then you must 
admit their performances are excellent. 

Just because they broke the States 
does it mean they are no longer a Punk 
band? I don't believe a band whose heart 
was that much into what they were saying 
could be that hypocritical and forget their 
past. The Clash certainly couldn't. It is a 
fact, the Gash are relating more now to 
their first album than ever before. With 
songs like 'Know Your Rights' and 'Ghetto 
Defendant' don't you think their beliefs 
are still there? I do. 

3f you people out there are so much 
into the new wave of punk I'd say learn 
an old punk moral and that's respect 
other punks opinions. Ft you don't like the 
Clash I won't cry about it, I just thought it 
time someone like me, who does like 
them, gave a bit of support, since they 
are one of the founder bands of punk. 
After all, without the Clash and other 
early bands you wouldn't have you 
present new wave bands. 

Punk is about doing and believing 
what you want to believe. So if the Clash 
are now doing what they want to, in 
theory are they not Punks? (think about 
it). A last point. How much longer are 
Crass and Exploited and lots of other 
nameless culprits gonna persist in their 
infantile slagging match. It only st- - 
civil war for gullible punks. If one band 
doesn't like another that is your Punk 
right but why make it known? Unless 
you haven't realised, not that many of 
you bastards are bothered these days, 
that is why Labour didn't get there this 
year. Andy Green, Leeds. 


SO THE Mighty Bushel! has 'actually' 
bought PL while searching for Gardening 
In Tibet' (note the absolutely hilarious 
Bushell-style put-downl. My claim that 
his campaign only collected 400 
signatures 'amused' him. Well at least he 
got some pleasure from the magazine. I 
believed this to be the case following a 
'Jaws' item in Sounds. So sorry if I got it 
wrong but we can't all be perfect. 

Jf you were doing so well, why did 
you pack it in? 


BLOODSUCKERS 









































Was it apathy on your part or were 
you too busy listening to Big Country? I r 
for one, would have been onJy too willing 
to take it over had 1 known you were 
packing it in. This offer still stands, if you 
happen to 'mistakenly' buy another issue 
of PL 

So Punk means fighting for what you 
believe in'? Well, judging from Bushell's 
outings in the ever pathetic Gonads, 
what exactly does he believe in? Lager 
Top? The measurements of Sandra Bigg 
(really big)? The anti-disco league. As for 
his claims to the greatness of'Oi' what 
has happened to the leading lights of this 
(BushelI masterminded) movement? 

The Business voted Tory and split. 
Blitz split into two inferior outfits. Never 
Surrender? Most of the rest are 
languishing in obscurity. Only the 
Exploited gained any ground but look at 
them now. 

Still, you did manage to get yourself 
and your wacky Gonads onto at least 
two of your r 0i' albums, didn't you? 

Anyway, did Crass laugh at Oi? I don't 
know but you see plenty of 'Oi' fans 
listing Crass among their dislikes, but 
vice versa! 

Remember Bushell, it was you and 
the music press who created these stupid 
divisions when you filled Punk under 
such meaningless headings as Oi, 
Pathetigue, Crass and Punk-metal cross¬ 
over. 

One of the problems with Punk is that 
because it is a comparatively small 
movement, all the groups involved 
generally got some sort of coverage. 

Now, with Punk, as with any musical 
movement., a certain percentage of said 
groups must turn out to be poor. Larger 
movements have a wider selection to 
choose from and so only expose the 
best. 

Punk may be 'Yesterday's Uniform' to 
Bushell (is today's uniform a Big Country 
checked shirt?) but this just isn't so for a 
lot of kids. 

You may have had some relevance to 
Punk at one Lime Bushell, but not now. 
The same goes for Johnny- J | killed 
posj-punk by stopping writing about it' - 
Waller. 

Do you honestly think that because 
Sounds etc. all stop covering punk it will 
die? 

Stay in your ego-ridden music press 
ivory towers and leave punk where it 
belongs - on the street. Back to Tibet for 
you! Shaun Drxon, Northumberland. 


PUNK LIVES is OK as it goes but I often 
wonder about the attitudes of most of 
your readers. The whole point of'being a 
Punk' as they put it is to bo an individual, 
do what you want to do. If this is so why 
all the slagging off of other Punx, attitudes 
and bands? Surely Punx should love and 
accept each other's different Tastes and 
attitudes and join together and become 


friends. Punk is definitely alive today but 
so fong as there is divisions and hatred 
between Punx, Punk becomes a great big 
contradiction. I. myseff, find'Punk' groups 
like the Exploited and ANWL offensive, 
worthless even but I do try to understand 
and appreciate what they do as being 
what they think they should be doing. 
Punk is supposed to be individual but if 
you look at us all you'll see is how 
stereotyped the image really is. I thmk 
everyone should do what they like and 
what they feel is right for them not try to 
latch onto the traditional image just to try 
and belong. I don't even consider myself 
a Punk because I don't like to use labels 
to divide people. We all love music, we 
all want to he ourselves, let's ail join, 
together and appreciate everyone for 
what they are and not slag them off 
because we would like them to be 
different. Sioux In Black. 


I'M JUST writing to congratulate you on 
the article on the excellent band 'Butcher' 
who well deserve some recognition. To 
fill you in on the latest news-they have 
just got a distribution deal with Jungle 
Records for their new single 'Stand And 
Fight', which is pressed on red vinyl. The 
single has had some good press 
coverage, of which one review reads: 
"Butcher take the ghost of 1977 Damned, 
feed it speed and then employ it to create 
a couple of songs that burn their way out 
of the speakers." 

T'd like to say thanks for the review on 
the fanzine 'Chainsaw' which features a 
review on the band and also a flexi-disc. 
Although the fanzine was selling well, 
since the review, safes have risen. A 
devoted 'Butcher' fan. 


HERE'S A Picture of my bedroom wall. 

I started off by painting T-shirts (\ still 
do!) and got bored so I decided to paint 
on a larger scale - my walls! 

On the wall next to this one I have the 
Flux of Pink Indians, poem (first EP) and 
the skeleton in a shroud. Sara, 
Bedfordshire. 


FOR 

£5 

YOU CAN 
ADVERTISE YOUR 
GROUP, RECORD, 
FANZINE, TAPES 
... OR ANYTHING 
YOU WANT 

Below Is the space you can get for 
£5. If you want to advertise anything 
at a If, send your £5, cheques, postal 
orders, money orders, cash to: Punk 
Lives, Adverts, 266 Capworth 
Street Leyton, E10 7BG. We'll print 
it in the following issue, 


Hers is an example of whet you can putin 
your advert, , , 


BUTCHER 

new single 
'Stand And Fight * 1 
on Inept Records 

Available from Jungle Records, The 
Cartel and from Butcher, 12, 
Maclean Road, West Howe, 
Bournemouth, Dorset, BH11 BEP. i 
0.25 including post and packaging. 

This is actually an advert and if you want to buy 
the record, write to the address in the box. 



Send letters to: Graffiti, 266 Capworth Street, Leyton E10 7BG 





























